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1926

n written justification for launching the New Mexico
Review in 1926, original co-editor Lansing B.
IBloomHistorical
cited reasons which are equally applicable for initiating
the current reprint program - the importance of the field, the
source material available, and the interest on the 'part of
research students. Things have changed little: The New Mexico
Historical Review (NMHR) continues to thrive because these
motives still exist. The importance of now out-of-print volumes
has motivated the New Mexico State Legislature to support t.his
program of reprinting the unavailable numbers of yesteryear as
a contribution. to regional history.
.
.In 1926 a strong interest in the uniqueness of our tri-cultural
heritage and the availability of untapped resources combined to
bring forth a journal dedicated to providing glimpses into our historic past in the form of articles ,of lasting interest. Scholars and
teachers have made' great use of the NMHR as an outlet for
publication, as an informed source of instructional materials,
and as a research tool.
Many historians of national stature have contributed to the
Review, while other researchers have been assisted in gaining
prominence through publication opportunities made possible by
the journal. The entire first volume manifests the enthusiasm of
New Mexico for its colorful history at a time when enjoyment of
the past was unfettered by needless sophistication. There were
many stories to be told and the fledgling quarterly was ready to
begin an exciting adventure in making New Mexico known at
home and elsewhere. A negative result of the unbounded eagerness is apparent in various typographical errors which have been,
left uncorrected as a result of the facsimile nature of these reprinted volumes.
Of particular interest was a series of articles detailing New
Mexico involvement and contribution to national efforts during
World War 1. With these wartime events not yet blurred by excessive passage of time, it was possible to capture early appreciation of regional participation in what was felt to be the war
to end all war.
Some early NMHR authors were at the beginning of
distinguished careers. Others contributed long years of service to
the Review. Some were scholars in mid-passage. Others, for a
variety of reasons, would never be heard from again.
The largest contribution was the four issue serially produced
study of the founder of New Mexico, Juan de Onate, by George P.
Hammond, which occupied nearly 30% of the first volume. The
author was a recently-hatched Ph.D. (1924) who after two years
at University of North Dakota moved to University of Arizona
where he was serving as assistant professor. His subsequent

career included a period at University of Southern California,
1927-35. From there, Hammond came to UNM as associate professor, and was subsequently professor, head of the department,
and dean of the graduate school. In 1946 he left the Land of
Enchantment to return to his native state as Professor of History
and Director of the Bancroft Library of the University of California. He retired from those posts in 1965.
Hammond is a prolific writer, editor and organizer of
publication programs. His early NMHR articles were some of the
first fruits of a long and productive career by a distinguished
American historian who at age 85 is still a frequent contributor to
this field. He is the sole survivor of the authors published in
Volume 1 of the New Mexico Historical Review.
Hammond's "Don Juan de Onate and the Founding of New
Mexico," in Volume 1, was the subject of his doctoral dissertation
done at University of California under Herbert E. Bolton. In later
years Hammond was a regular contributor to the NMHR on various Spanish Borderlands themes.
J(ohn) Lloyd Mecham, who had received his Ph.D. under
Bolton at Berkeley in 1922, was author of "The Second Spanish
Expedition into New Mexico." It was the result of research on his
M.A. thesis of 1917 at Berkeley entitled "The Rodriguez Expedition into New Mexico, 1581-1582."
Mecham spent a long academic career at University of
Texas as Professor of Government. Among his best known subsequent works were Francisco de Ibarra and Nueva Vizcaya
<Duke University Press, 1927) and Church and State in Latin
America <University of North Carolina Press, 1934). Though
Mecham was a constant contributor to historical publications, he
never again appeared in the pages of the NMHR. His interest
shifted toward Latin American politics.
Most famous 1926 contributor was· Anthropologist Frederick
Webb Hodge, a frequent early author. He was for 13 years on the
staff of the Museum of the Ameri'can Indian and after 1932 Director of the Southwest Museum in Los Angeles. He is well-known for
his Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico, his History
of Hawikuh, New Mexico, and his long service as editor of the
American Anthropologist.

Volume 1 had an article by Francis T. Cheetham who served
the Review as an associate from 1926 until 1945. He was a politician, lawyer, and officer of the state historical society. In addition to this early article, he authored "EI Camino Militar," in
Vol. 15. His service to the NMHR was cut short by his death in
January of 1946.
Fayette S. Curtis, Jr. contributed to both Vol. 1 and 2, though
the latter was a posthumous article. A Yale graduate and a semi-

invalid, Curtis had come west almost a decade earlier to serve as
Head Master ofLos Alamos Ranch School. An obituary for .Curtis
appeared in Vol. 2 of the NMHR on pp. 98-100.
Benjamin M. Read was a distinguished senior lawyer with an
untrained but vigorous interest in history. Born into a bicultural,
bilingual family of Las Cruces, Read became a legislator,
governmental official, translator, and zealous contributor to
regional study. His death in 1927, almost simultaneously with
Curtis, truncated. a promising association:with the NMHR.
Frank RH. Roberts was an educator of note in regional circles. His interest had always been centered on public education
and on service organizations Jb which he gave a great deal of
time. He never again appeared in the Review after Vol. 1. In contrast, Professor Percy M.Baldwin of Las Cruces was afrequent
contributor of both articles and service on the editorial board for
37 years.
_
Lansing R· Bloom, former Presbyterian· missionary and
minister turned historian in 1917, was early associated with the
School of American Research and with the Museum of New Mexico in Santa Fe. He served as co-editorJrorn the begin~ing of publication until 1945. In 1929 he joined the staff of UNM's history
department as associate professor. He made frequent trips to
Mexico and several times invaded the Spanish archives in quest
of New Mexico materials. A frequent author in supsequent
numbers, his first publication came in Vol. 1. Shortly after his
death in 1946, the NMHR produced a bibliography of Bloom's
published writings in Vol. 21, pp. 114-17.
.
Bloom's co-editor, Paul A.F. Walter, served for37 years as
one of the two editors of the NMHR. He reviewed dozens of books
.and authored articles in some of the early issues. His early
association with publishing, his political orientation, and his
presidency of the Historical Society of New Mexico were assets
which he placed at the Review's disposal. His increasingly
greater involvement with the First National Bank of Santa Fe
reduced his day to day participation in Review affairs" and for
the final 20 years he was co-editor more in name than in function.
It is with pleasure thatwe make available once more the
writings of such a varied group of scholars who more than a half
century ago enriched local history.
Donald C. Cutter
Chairman, Editorial Board, NMHR
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GOVERN'OR
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June 2, 1981
Dear Reader:
The recitation of the 'history of oile's State can be a stirring thing. For students of
American History it is an essential ingredient in the accumulation of knowledge;
but it is also an exciting thing to learn about those who walked on this land before
us~ For the casual reader it may also be exciting ,to learn of things that happened
in past years in the very places we inhabit today.
Time passes; and change is inevitable. Engraved at the entrance to the National
Archives in Washington is the statement "What Is Past Is Prologue." It is for
this reason, aside from the mere inquisitive nature of man, that the study of
history is so important. We grow from our roots; it is progress that makes us
what we are' today. But we must never forget OUI origins, or the struggles our
forebears. experienced to make this land a place of which we can be proud today.
New Mexico is tichJn history. This land provides evidence of some of the earliest
inhabitants of this world. Fossils of long-extinct animals vie for importance with
discoveries of the remains of the early pleistocene-period man in Folsom, New
Mexico. Descendants of early native Americans - the Anasazi - are today an
important part of our population and are a significant-'link with the past. The
. glori~s of Spanish conquest, the advance of European civilizations and influence,
the great Western movement in response to Horace Greeley's admonition "Go
West, young man, go West" are all here - basic parts of the tradition of this
great State. The arts and cultures that are world renowned are the product of
this historical development from early Spanish ·and Mexican times, through the
lusty, brawling territorial days, to the present influence of sixty-nine years of
StatehoOd:
Mrs. King and I, and' our families, are proud to be citizens of this State. We hope
that all New Mexicans Who read and study this document will find equal cause to
be proud. Our multi-cultural growth and development is not over. Every New
Mexican contributes to the ongoing changes that will some day become an
addition to the history of this State. Just as we proudly recognize the legacy from
our forebears, we must also leave our descendants a legacy and a heritage of
which they can be equally proud.
We commend this New Mexico Historical Review to the reader. Let it be but a
prologue to future progress for all of our people.
.
Sincerely,
.

jl~~ l(A.?
BRUCE KING
Governor --r / .

~v >{~"f

ALICE KING
First Lady
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CONSTITUTION
~OF

THE-

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO
(as amended - Dec. 15, 1925)
Artid~ 'I.

-Name. -This Society shalI be calIed the Historical Society ot
New Mexico.
Artlrle 2.- Objects and Operation. -The objects ot the Society shall be,
In general, the promotion ot historical studies; and In particular, the discovery, colIectlon, preservation, and publication ot hlstorlcall material, especially such as relates to New Mexico.
Article 3.- Membership. -The Society shall consist ot Members, Fellows,
Lite Members and Hc>norary Lite Members.
(a) Member.. -Persons recommended by the Executive Council and
elected by the Society may become members.
ib) F"lIow •. -Members who show, by published work, special aptitude
tor historical Investigation may become FelIows. Immediately following
the adoption of this Constitution, the Executive Council shall elect five
FelIows, and the body thus created may thereafter elect additional Fellows on the nomination of the Executive Council. The number of Fellows
shall never exceed twenty-five.
(c) Llf~ Members. -In addition to life members ot the Historical
Society of New Mexico at the date of the adoption hereof, such othe'r
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bcnef:\ctors of the Society as shall pay Into Its treasury a.t one time the
sum of twenty-five dollars, or shall present to the Society an equivalent
in books, manuscripts, portraits, or other acceptable material of a.n hls;,)r;cal nature, may, upcn reccmmendation by the Executive Council and
election by the Society, be classed as Life Members.
(d) Honorary l,if" "'lemuel'S. -Person who have rendered' eminent ser-.icc to New Mexico and others who have by pUblished' work contributed
to the historical literature of New Mexico or the Southwest may become
Honorary Life Members upon being recommended by the Executive Council and elected by the Society.
Artide 4. -Officers. -The elective officers of the Society shall be a
president, two vice-presidents, a corresponding secretary and treasurer,
:;,nd a recording secretary; and these five officers shall constitute the
Executive Council with full administrative powers.
Officers shall qualify on January 1st following their election, and shall
hold office for the term of two years and until their successors shall have
been eleded and qualified.
AI-th'!" 5. -Election~. -At the October meeting of each odd-numbered
year, a nominating committee shall be named by the president
of the
Society and such committee shall make Its report to the Society at the
November meeting. Nominations may be made from the floor and the
Society shall, in open meeting, proceed to elect Its officers by ballot, those
nominees receiving
majority of the votes cast for the respective offices
1.0 be declared elected.
Artlcle G. -Dues. - Each Member, upon election, shall ,pay a fee of two
Go!lar~. which shall include' the dues for the current calendar year and
D,nnually thereafter a fee of $1.00 payable in January of each calendar
yellr. Members may be dropped from the rolls of the Society at the discretion of the Executive Council for non-payment of dues.
Articl(' 7. -Publications. -All pUblication of the Society and the selecUon and editing of matter for pUblication shall be under the direction
CJ1l1 cGl,trol of the Executive Council.
Artk)" 8. -Meetings. -Monthly meetings of the Society shall be held at
the rooms of the Society on the third Tuesday of each month at Eight
P. M. The Executive Council ,shall meet at any time upon call of the
President or of three of Its members.
,\rt:f'1" !l. -Quorums. -Seven members of the Society, and three members
"f the Executive Council. shall constitute quorums.
Artid,' W. --Amendments. -Amendments to this constitution shall become operative nfter being recommended by the Executive Council and
n.pproved by two-thirds of the members present and voting at any regular
monthly meeting; provided, that notice of the proposed amendment shall
havo been gi.ven at a regular meeting of the Society, at least four weeks
p"ior to the meeting when such proposed amendment Is passed upon by the
Society,

a:

The Society meets in itos ro-oms, P,llace of the Govie-rnors,
Santa Fe, Oil the third Tuesday evening each month.
Bulletins, as published, are mai.led to members; at present,
subscription to the! REV lEY" is additional.
Studcnts and friends of Southwestern Hi.story are cordially
invited to bec,o'l11e members. Applications should be addres'S,cd to the correl'tponding secretary, Mr. I..Jansing B. Bloom,
Santa Fe, New M,exico.

THE MUSEUM BUILDINGS
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NEV.. . . lVIEXICO IN THE GREAT WAR

I

Tl:e Breaking of the Stann

The winter months of 1916-1917 marked the lull before
that s.torm which was to involve the United States in its
violence alld destrnctiveness.
No part of the United States was .farther removed from the
storm center than w,,"~. tIll' State of New Mexico. A great inland commonwealth on the watershed of the continent, the
isolation of three. centuries still obtaili\'d in various respects,
-a protecting isolation to whieh to cling', in the opinio'n of
some perhaps; certainly an isolation to be overcome if New
Mexico. was to shareoJl a ·par with her sistn states ~'n carrying
the Great \Val' ton a finish :and in making the world safe for
dem:o'cra,cy.
\Vhat New Mexico did to help meet the storm, in mobilizing ·all her resonrces and ill ~;elldillg forth her sons, to battle,
is to be set forth in subsequent chapters, and it may safely be
left to the judgment of the reader to. say whether New Mexico did her part adequately and generously.
But before any considemtion of the civilian and militalry
activitie." of New Mexi(·(). it will be well to f:dall(~e briefly at
the situatio':l which had dcvc!,oped in Enrope by the winter
of 1916-1917 a,nel to rcvirw th(' events which had, by then,
stl'!ained our relations with Germany to the bre,aking-point.
And we shall also ,~\ee that when the hreak came, New Mexico, inland state though she was, responde.d to the pre,sident's
eaH as pnompt:ly as 'any part of the Union.
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In Europe, after two and a half yea,rs of ebb and flow in
th,c fortunes of war a casting-up of the whole situ:ation seemed to indicate a virtual deadlock between the centT'aI p()wers
and the ent.ente allies. As winter settled down, Falkenhayn
and Mackensen with their armies of Huns were continuing
their devastation of Roumania northwards toward the Danube River, but on all other fr:onts the gains and losses wefle
re~atively insignifiCiant and appeared tJo' have in them no prom;ise of .anything better than a stand-off. To those who appreciat.ed the principles of justice and freedom which were
at issue, to those who pondered' on the awful toll of blood
ood s·orrow already exacted! from crucified peoples a,nd a
suffering world, such a conclusion of the war was intolerable
even in thought. Yet at this, time apparently the only alternativeiJ1"Otm a continuance of the terrible struggle was a
peace which would have left Gcrman~' dominant in central
Europe, a mena,ce to the whole liberty-10ving world.
That Germany would, at this time, gladly kaye welcomed
such a settlement becamr apparent on December 12, 1916,
when tIJr Genmm ka.iser proposed to the hostile powers that
they enter on "a, pc'aee confrrenec." ChanceUor von Bethmann-Hollweg, in a r;peech before the reich stag announcing
this action of the kaiser, boasted of "the glorious deeds" of
G('man arms and in a thinly veiled thre:at gave wa~ning of
what wouLdi follow in rnsc the German proposal to confer were
not acceded to. Said he: "If our enemies decline to end the
war, i\f they wish to take upon themselves the world '8 heavy
hurden of all these terrors which hereafter will follow. then
even in the least and smallest homes every German heart will
burn in sacred wrath (sic) agla,inst our enemie,s; who ar2 unwilling t'o stop human sllHlughter, inordoe'r that their plans of
conquest nnd aUllilhilatioll may continue." Many and mOTe
explirit warnings l~e:ached the United States government that
if the German peace movr proved abortive, the "uLma'lnnes
were to be unleash'ed for nnrestricted and ruthless war upon
all commel"ce.
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It is well to remember th;a:t, coincident with this peace
move, Germany WaJS is.suing her apology in defense of her
wholesale deportation <>f Belgian workmen, an outrage which
had raised to a new pitch the wrath .of the allied world ailld
protest lagainst which had bcen formally rcgistered by the
United States government.
But what aroused the United States most diirectl,y WillS Germ:any1's use of her submarines. As Germany violated repeatedly all accepted principles of internatiorua:l law, the positioOn
of our nation as a neutral power hard. become increasingly difficullt. From the sinking of the Lrisitania on May 7, 1915, our
contro,versy over this matter had grown more and more
,alcute, and up to the issuing of Germany's peace note nearly
200 American lives had been sacrificed b:Y the German submarines. Nor were outr,ages of this character mitigated by
the pwpers of 'VoIf von Igel, seized in New York by secret
service men on April 26, 1916, which 'revealed German
machinations within the United States and. explained numeroOus outrages which had occurred throu,ghout the country,
outrages in which the German embaS'Sy itself was found t.o'
he directly implicated.
In view ,of these facts, it is not stmnge that public opinion
in this country, as well as in the allied Ciountries, realized that
such a peace as Germany proposed would leave the world in
for worse situation than whlen the war began and that it would
in effect be :a German victory. The allied· world had g{)iod
reason to become utterly ,Slceptical of German honor and conscquently of any German overtures, and they were therefore
detcT'IIlined to see the wa,r through, to a settlement which
should c,arry with it "adequate Teparation for the past and
adequate security f:m the future."
Nor is it strange that the new premier of Great Britain,
David Lloyd-George, announced on Decicmber 19th to the
house of commons that the first act of his adlminis,tration had
been to ~ject the proposal of the central powers for" a peace
1-

6

NKW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

confle:rence." He announced that the allies separately had C'OIficluded to reject it, although they had exchange views informally and wouJ.d 'wi1hin i:l few days present a jloint reply. A
comment ,on Lloyd-George's speech appeared in the Kreuz
Zeitung which indicated the alternative which Germany had
in mind, even while holding out her blood-stained olive
branch: "vVe have learned th at our enemies' do not want
peace but war to the knife, so we must abandon all considerati'ons and grasp lall the means ,of war at our dispo,slall."
Such in brief was the s,ituation a,SI repoTted in the dispatches
of December 20, 1916. On the following day the world was
startled by the news that Pre,s,ident vVilson had issued Ian appeal to all the belligerents that they discussl terms of peacp
and that each nation announce openly just whlat it was fighting for. 'fhe president had done this on his own initiative, imdlependently of the various suggest~ons which had emanated
from Berlin or from ani' other qUl3Tter, and he asked that his
request be considered rntircly on its own merits. His note w,as
in effect an invitation to the hostile powers to compare their
views as to the terms fund'amental to any peace 's!ettlement
and it ,vas issued ;Jj the h01pe that such an interchange of
views would clear tIl e way at least for conference by giving
definiteness to the :announcled aims and demands of the 1',espective nations. His :request seemed a reasonable ,one becaus~
of the s,irnila'rity in some respects in the demands of the hostile powers, in so far as these had been c]leclared.
Our federal administrntion evidently realized that our nation might be compellrd to give up its attitude of careful neutrality and to take an active part in reestablishing peace in
the world. As President Wilson said at Topeka on February
2, 1916, "We are not going to invade lany nation~s right. But
suppose, my feUc).'\vcountrymen, some nation should invade
our rights. \Vhat then L __ I have come here to tell you that
the difficulties of our foreign po,licy
daily increase in number and intricacy a,nd in d,anger, and I should be derelict to
my duty t,o you if I did not de'al with you in these matters
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wilth the utmost candor, and tem you what it may be necessary
to use thef,oTce of the United States to do."
On May 25, 1916, before the Lel3gue to Enforce Pe3Jce the
president outlined the main principles on which a stable peace
must rest, principles which, if accepted, meant that the United
States must assume the responsibilities of a world power. It
was ja new and significant note in our foreign poEcy which
he Siounded. "So sincerely do we believe these things that I
am sure that I speak the mind and wish of the people 'oif America when I say that the United States is willing to become a
partner in any feasible association of nations formed in order
to TlcaHze these 'objects and make them secure :against violation." The Sussex outrage had occurred jlmt two months
before this address ; the von Igel papers had been seized in
April. The-sle and other recent events had shown up Germany
in ,;uch a way that President ,Vilson 'fJ views, as 'Slet forth in
this address, were very g'ene~ally aJ~d emphattcally endorsed
thr:mghout the nation.
The concessions yielded by the German government after
the Sussex affair seemed for some months, to have been made
in go,od faitb, but in October eight Americans were lost in
the sinking o,r thcM.arina, and on December 14th the Rl1S!sian
was SlUlk with the loss of seventeen of our citizens. In view
of all the evidence which had been accumulating on the criminal activities and intrigues, of Germany against the United
States, la statement given out by Secretary Lansing on December 21st, explanatory of the prcsident's no11e, is interesting:
"The reaslons for sending O'f the note were as foHows:
'It isn't our material interest we had in mind when the "note
was sent but more and more our OWn rig'hts a'Tle becoming 1nvalved by the be;~ligeylents on both sides so that the situation
is becoming increasingly critical.
'I mean -by that, that we aredJrawing nearer the verge 10:1'
w,ar ourselves and, therefore, we are entitfed to know exactly
what e:ach belligerent seeks in order that we may regulate
our conduct in the future.

8
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"No nation has beenS/ounded. No consideration 100£ the German orvertures or of the speech of Lloyd-George wasiaken
into ,a,CClount in the formulation of the dncument. The only
thing the overtures did was to delay it a few days. It was
not decided to send it until Moru<fuy. Of course, the diffi·
culties that face the president were that it might be 00'I1strued as a movement towlard peace and in aid of the German
oVlertures. He specifically denies that that was the fact in the
docnment itself."
The suggesti10n carried by this statement that the United
States might shortly be drawn into war caused consterruation
in 'dliplomatic circles and an attempt was made, with partial
succes,s, to modify its effect by Ia second statement issued the
next morning; but :a'.> one looks back with a knowledge of later
devel,opments he realizes that our federal administration was,
in a sense, clearing- the decks for laction, should "action"
prove necessary. The note was a step consistent with the
president's policy to keep the United States out of the war if
this could be done with honor, yet it was a step cionsciously
taken to'wards "the verge of war."
Germany/'s reply to the note was !evasive, for it declined to
state her terms for pea.ce; and in view of the refusal of the
alli~s to discuss the subject unless the central powers would
first dis:close the terms on which they would end the war, any
prospect of peace was thus made impossible. As Uoyd-Gcorg('
put it, they did noV propose to put their neck in a Jl1l·olse of
which Germany held the rope-end. Germany wainted an oldsty\le " conference", and this the .allies would not agu-ee tll
without first having a "comp~ete guarante1e against Prussian
militarism again distuirbing the pela,ce o·f Europe" and such
guarantee must be more binding than a treaty which might be
cast asride as ,a, mere" scrap of paper."
The allies considered Germany's peace note as insincere and
not a peace offClr 1310 much as ill, war maneuver, and on December 30th th\eit formal reply so stated. Their answer reviewed
the Belgian invasion, admitted by· the German chancellor on
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August 4, 1£114, to ha,ve been" an injustice contrary to the law
of nations", and remaTked that" at this very moment, while
Germany is iPl'lodaiming peace and humanity to the world, sh~
3S depOfl'iing Belgian citizens by thouS'ands and reducing them
to slavery."
Thus the;year 1916 drew to a close, with all prospect of peace
receding into the unknown future beyond many IB. blood-drenched battlefield. Along that path alonel,ay any surety of genuine peace and therefore in that :path the alli'Cs would keep their
feet. As the Albuquerque Morning Journal of JanuaTy 1, 1917,
wen said, "It wa~, easy for Berlin to ~a.unch a W1a.r on the first
day of August, 1914.
but making peace at the end of 29
months of desperate bloodshed was quite a diffelrellt matter.
Russi1a, France and Great Britain had to go to war, but the
time has not come when they have to make peace."
With the opening of the year 1917, the situation for the
United States drew 'rapidly to the breaking-point. The dispatches which came out of GermJany by "wirellessl to the Associated Press, via Sayville" sh:o,wed that government deliberately preparing to put hCil' threats: into o;peration. Ludendorf's universal seTvice law was in force; stupendous quantities of amuniti:ons were being assembled; many thousands of
guns were being turned! 'Orut every week. In a word, the German government was resolved to drive to a finish i,he storm
, of destruction which it had loosed, and noW the storm. was to
'Smite the United States and other neutral counties ias wen as
the avowed enemies of Germany.
That the United States was awake to the impending crisis
was evident in the deliberations and enactments of congress
during the winter sesslion'. Congress had ha'rdly convened
after the holida~' recess when Senator Lodge created .a sensation by openly refel1ring to the German ambass!ador, von
Bernstorff, when attacking him for giving out ,an interview
on the president's peace note. The $800,OPO,000 military
budget for 1918, the matter of oil lands for the navy,machineguns, motorcycle.s, armored tanks, "and other natilonal defense
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rneaSllres 'were subjects which had a generous share of COH··
gressiollia.lattentiol1. Much time was given to hearings on,.,
and discussion of, the federalized nahonal gward and considerable support developed for universal military training. The
Army Act which later embodied this principle wasl not passed
until May 18th, during the fi'rst session of the War Congress,
but the exhaus,tive consideration given to the matter during
the winter sessiml was preparatory to the later action and the
time was by no means lost.
Such in brief survey WCTe the crowding events which heralded to the people of the United States the approlaehing
storm. Citizens of New Mexico who read the d-a.ily dispatches
had a fair knowledge of the trtmd of :affairs, but it can hardl,y
be said that the people as a whole realized tIlat war with Germany VlaS almost upon us'. For the present, therefo,re, state
affairs loomed larger for New Mexico Hum did any wO'rld
CrJSlS.

'[his New Ycar's Day in New Mexico marked the beginning' of 'i! new ,tate administr1atio:1. The governor-elect to' succeed Governor MacDonald wns Ezcquiel Cabeza de BacR,
descendant of the famous Spanish explol'erof four centuries
,·.··[:"r·c. Dc Baca, had served as lieutrnant-governor from the
beginning' of statehood and, as presidiJ1~~ officer of the state
"enate through three sessions, had set a record for dignified,
able, and imparti'al administratiop.
But Mr. De Baca was! de"tined never t,o enter the executive
office nor even to step inside the executive mansion as governfor of tll e state. Assailed by a s!crious mallady, premonitions
of which were recognized even at the time of the fall cam'Paign, Mr. De BaCill put np a brave fight !a,nd increased the
high esteem in which he was already held thl'oughout the
state. He had gone in November to a hospita:lin Los Angeles
and great ianxiety had been felt lest he could not return for
the i~augu:ration" But he made the journey with an !a.ttendant
nurse and, in a room at St. Vincent's SanitJarium, took the
oath of office on New Year's Day in the .presence of 'a few officials and close fri'Cnds.
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Washington E. Lindsey, who had been elected to the office
of lieuteniant-governor, expressed the regard which Governor
de Baca had won for himself by his bra,ve fight against disease when, on this occasion, he grasped de Baca's hand and
said: "My name is Lindsey. I want to assure you of my
heartiest cooperation and assistance in the discharge of th~~
duties of Y011Jrhi/lh office." With equal warmth Governor
de Baca repEed, "Thank you, govelinor. You also will have
my cordial support in your' own office."
The message which Go·vernor de Baca scnt to the legislature
on Janwary 9th was cOlllmendable for the matters' on which
]le ~a,sked action. Among th c,se were an inheritance tax, a tax
011 mining properties, a
huwQ'ct system, a new election law
providing for secret ballot, and a better jury system. In dignifipd, ronsrrvutive, sinlwrr, and husinpssJlike mannpr he invited the co'operation iof the legislature in the progI1amwhich
he outlined. Bills along the lines indicated were introduced
but none of the measures we're c,uTr:ed through until after his
death.
One incident occurred, however, during de Blwa ',so brief tenure ·of officr which may wl'lll be recorded as marking the first
fo,rmal expression from New Mexico relating to the war. It
,vas occasioned by the crisiSI which was at last re'a,ched when
the German government inform:ed our administration on
,Tanuary 31st that from the f.ollowing da,y the submarines
would attack all ships sailing for allied p{)rts. To- such a
rhalleng-e only one course was possible. On Febrna,ry 3rd the
German ambassador was handed his pas'sports 11wl Prcs.ider: I
Wil~olJl announced to congress the complete severance of our
relations with Ge:rmany. It was on the same day, in answer
to inquires sent out by thr New York World, that Govrrnor
de Baca sent the follo'wing wire:
"Santa Fe, New Mexico, Feb. 3, 1917
"The World, New York, N. Y.
"New Mexico will stand loyally behind the president and
hold up his hands. We endorse the action already taken. We
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helieve the avenues of trade on the high seas should be kept
open to neutral commerce in accordance with the law ()f nations and that the armed force of the United States should be
used for that purpose, if necessary.
E. C. de Raca,
governor of New MexiCio"
With the death of Ezequiel C. de Baca on February 18th,
Washington E. Lindsey succeeded to the office of governo~,
and as his tenure was practically coterminus with the active
period of the war, he may well be styled" the war ex~cutive. p
.Just a week after his inauguration, the Laconia was sunk
with the loss of eight American lives, and President Wilson
asked congress to take the next step towards open conflict
by authorizing "armed neutrality." It was characteristic of
Senator A. B. Fall -of New Mexico, and to his credit and that
of his state, that he immedfiately introduced a resolution
authorizing the president to use all the armed forces 0.£ the
countJr'y in protecting its right.
In his inaugural address a few days later, President Wilson declared that there could now be DlO turning back from
the tragic events of the last thirty months which had brought
upon Americans a new responsibility as citizens of the world.
He declared 'anew that America must stand for peac'e, for
the stability and self-government 'of free peoples, and that
the seas must be free to all.
Nevertheless, there was some opposition to "armed neutrality" until the federal administration gave out the text :Jf
a German note dated .January 19th and addressed by thc
foreign minister Zimmermann to the German minister in
Mexico. This note, instigating an attack by Mexico npon the
United States even while conducting peace negotiations' with
us, reveal1cd such treachery as to he convincilng proof th:at
,",ooner or later we mlUst have a definite settlement with this
crimiin:al among nations'. Accordingly, on March 12th, after
Ambassador Gerard had safely reached home and reported.
our government issued' o,rders to place armed guards on 'Our
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merchant ships. Then la,t intervals ,of a few days each, came
iin reports of other sinkings: On March 16th the Vilgilancia
went down with the loss of .5 Americans; two days' later, the
City ;of Memphis and thp Illino'is, with a lQSS of 17; the Heald·
ton was sunk on the 21st land 7 Americans perished; and on
April 1st the Aztec went down with 28 moT'e. As officially
'stated, "In all, UJp to our declaration of war, 226 Americans,
many of them women and children, had lost their lives by the
!aCtion of German submarines, '8.Ild in most instances without
the faintest clOIlor of international right."
The winter session of the New Mexico legislature had endon the 10th of March, before the federal administration had
decided upon "armed neutl"ality", but our citizens showed
in various ways that the national situatiJOn was being watched with keen interest and with that cOl'dial sympathy which
Governor de Eaca had voiced. On'March 10th, the Santa Fe
chamber of commerce affirmed its patriotic support of the
vresident in a set of emphatic resolutions, amd similar acti'on
was taken by other organizations over the state. By the middle of March, the Red! Cross was energetically engaged in recruiting new m~embers, and war-ga,rdening was already wen
under way. Not the least interesting display of patriotism
was the voting of a ~o,ld medal by the state legislature to
Gene1'la,l Pershing in appreciation of his -services to the state.
and its bestowal by Governor Lindsey at. El Paso on March
]9th.
Just as the national guard on the border was being mustered lOut of federal service came the first cala from Washing-.
tOll for navy and l1rmy volunteers and recruiting stations
were promptly opened!. in New Mexico. It was already re('1Q.gnized very generally, however, that some method of selective service must be formuLa,ted and put into operation, and
it is therefo:re interesting to recall that, as early as March
26th, Govr.rnoT Lind!'e:v sent a wire to New York Cit:,' in
which he strongly favored action by the war congress, call-
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ed ta convene on April 2nd, whi'ch should provide for' mH·
verSial military training.
"Good Friday", 1917, will be a day long remember'ed iv
Nie1w Mexico, for on that day at last came the formal dedal'-ation of Wall' on the German gOivernment. Apr'il 6, 19'17, SUIllmaned New Mexico to the field of combat, hoth at the home·
baise and overseas,and nobly did she rise to the occasion and
take up the gauge of battle, equally with her sisteI" states.
A special session of the -state legisla turewas promptly called
by Governor Tji.ndsey and in the brief s'p;a,ce of eight days
meaSl1res were passeed tyhi(~h Were necessary to the proper
carrying on of our part in the waI".
Aside from appropriating the slllall sum of $7,440 to covel'
the expenses of the special ,:198"ioll, the legislature enacted
nnd Governo,r Li 1:dsey signed, five measures which were very
largely t08hape and guicb the activities of Nev\' Mexico ct,,,·
fng- the period of the war.
The Public Defense act appropriated $750,000 for pl'ep,wedhe!':;; and defense. the money to be raised by the issuance and
salle of certificates of indebtedness, and expended and di~, ..
bursed solely under the direction of the governorL It created la state council of defense of nilne members. It authorized
a special county levy of not to exceed one mill in 1917 and 1918'
for the repflir and constrnetio'n of hi7-hways. It ('mDowe~'pd.
the go·vernor to equip any portion of the national g'uard re~erve up t,o, a, ha,ualion as monnted infantry in case of emet'fl.'ency. It aut.ho'rized the state treasurer to j'nvest the perman-ent state funds in the c1ertifibtes of indebtedness issued,
and gave t.he g-ovcrnor anthorit? to sell certific!fl.tes t.o the'
federal reserve banks or to negotiate loans throug}1 t.hem on
the certificates as securit:-;.
Another act 'of the legislatu~ accepted the provis!f)ll< of
the National Defense act and arrangedl for the drafting or
men fall' t.he national guard.
A Third enactment providrd. for the further extension of
",
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.;ooperative ,:agricultural work and made possible the emTiloyment of an agric'lrlturalagent in every county.
A fourth bill passed accepted the provisi'ons of ,the SmithHughes act for vocational education and appropriated $15,000
annually for two years to meet a liJke appropr1a.tion f,rom the
'federal ~o-vernment.
One other important measure was enacted which empowered the governor, fior the purpose of giving aid to- the nat.ional government '0-1' provid!ing for public health, welfa1re,
:and safety in the state, to organize and ICmploy all the l"e\,;oUrf~es of the state, whether of men, property, 0'1' ilustrument<l1ities.
Thus unreservedly, promptly, ,and wllOleheartedly did the
people of New Mexico, through their chosen r-epresentatives,
throw themselves and all their resources into the Great War.
'The Sunshitne State fears no !>torm.
T-lansing B. Bloom.

II

The War Executive

In every statle the "'Val' Governor" is -of sipecial interest
--his :administration is more generally studied than those or
other men of e.qual ability and success. There is no questi'on
but that the War Governor of New Mexico will be of special
interest to the future historian. His ability ;and his fidelity to
the interests of the State and Niation will rank him among
the outstanding goviernors.
Every biiogTaphy is of interest to two classes -- the young
and the experienced!. Childhood and youth and their formative influences appeal to the young, while opinions ,and acts
hold the attention of the mature.
The youth of Lincoln or of Gadi!eld contained no more in·
teresting- elements of privation and no more evidence of
surmountin(! difficulty than can be found in the life of
'Vla",llington Ellsworth Lindsey, who was bom December 20,
1862, in Belmont County, Ohio, on Capitana Creek, of a sturdy
Sc~tch parentage.

"
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Robert Lindsey, the :Dounder of the family in America, was;
a horsesho'er in Washington's Army, having enlmted from
Maryland. His son RO'bert I.J. Lind8'BY emigrated fl'om Virginiw
to Onio, cr'essing the Allegha:ny Mountaittls in a wagon with
Ii walter tight belilJ which Was used
as a boat when the OhiO'
River was crtossed. He settled on a hr:anch of the Crupitana
Greek where he established: a settlement that s'Oon grew to a
village. He was the owner of the saw mill, the flour mill,
the blacksmith nlnd the ca:rpcnteT shops, and; a, gmeral store
His son, Robert \Vashmgton Lindsey (father of the subjed :if
this sketeh) after he reachJed his maturity enlisted for tile
Mexiean Wat', but peaee was deelared beDolI"e he was ready
for service. In the Civil War he Wias a reeruiting offic,,,·.
Throughont its cntire history the family has: veen noted fiQI'
Its loyalty and its sturdy pionecr qualities.
Washington E. Lindsey was never away from the hom,:,
community until twelve years of age, when he went to 3
nearby railway station to meet his father who had been at
fhe county ,seat serv~ng Ion the jury. He and the ho,rses had
never seen a train. 'l'he wagon road crossed a l'a.ilroad a
short distance from a tunnel. As the boy and horses approached the crossing a locomotive in all its grandeur and
awe inspiring power emcJ'ged from the tunnel both boy and
horses ran away. This was the beg-ilmingof his education
in oUitside experiences.
He began his school career when seven yea,rs o,ld in an eigItt
cornered brick building. There were sixty pupils and the
future governor was permitted to recite once a week. He attended this school for three or four months every year until
he was seventeen when he entered Scilo College, where
the "One Study System" as in vogue. The student devoted himself exclusively to the study of mathematics until he
had complete the required arn nuut , then he took up the stud~~
of g:rammar and so on, until the course was finished. Pr,o·
fessor Smith, by his close personal friendship, inspired the
.voun~ country boy to- continue his education until he was
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graduated by the University of Michigan in the class of
1891 with the degree LL. B. He did post-g:mduate work under Henry Coates kdams in history and government. He was
a student under. ,John Dewey and a classmate of James R..
Angell, now of Chicago Univ;eirsity.
UP?n gTaduation he opened a law office in Chicago, where
he continued the practice of law until he came to New Mexico in 1900. After a brief stay in Roswell he settled in Portales June 20, I!100.
His first endeavor for community building was in writing
a bill to create Roosevelt Connty and securing its passage
throTl;zh the territorial ki!i::;latnre. He was aided by A\ben
Bacon Fall, then a member of the council. . 'fhe bill ,vas introduced, passed through both houses of the legisla.ture and
sig'ned by the governor in a single legislative day. He was appiointedi probate clerk of the new county by Governor Otero
and from that time (i'll, he has been a prominent fador in
local and state interests. Although a republican, he ...v as
elected a member of the constitutional convention of 1910 by
a constituenc~' that was :o,verwhelmingly democratic. He
served as a member and as president o·f the board of educiation
of Portales fromi 1913 to 1917.
Mr. Lindsey offered hIS services to his country during the
Spanish-American ,Val' and was com;misioned captain of
Company 1,J of a provisional di'vision in lllinois, but the
armisticf' wa-:, sig'nf'd before his regiment was inducted into
servIce.
At the rrpublical1 ('onvf'ntion ·of 1916 Mr. Lindsey was nominated as c:mdidate for the office of lieutenant governor
and at the Novemb~2r election he received a majority of the
v,otes. He was sworniinto office January 1. 19117, and presided over the senate from .,Jalluary 9th to February 19th, on
which day he took the oath of office as governor to succeed
E. C. de Baca who died in office.
Shortly after the adjonrnmentnf the regular session of
the legislatUJre came the declaration of war, and Governor
2
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Lindse~y

called a special session of the members of the third
legislature to meet on May 1, 1917. He re:ad his message to
both houses, in which he asked for wider powers and for the
aiPpointment of a war committee to aid in the recruiting of
soldiers and in the produchon of additional food stuffs. He
closed his message with the following words:'" Let me therefore, in conclusion, urge that in this great crisis, in this even
tragic time, we shall all, forgetting ~elf and political bias,
labor earnestly to serve most efficiently our state and OUI"
nation. This it seems to me, is OUl" supreme privilege, as, no
less, it is our supreme duty."
Go-vernor Lindfley is justly 'Proud of the services that hI"
has rendered the state. His acts as "\Var Governor", hi.s
friendship to the movements in edncation, and his connection with state-wide Prohibition arc his claims to a place in the
history of the state. He issned "i1rion"",ddI1csses and proclamations to the citizens 'of the ,;tat\\ among which" A First
Lesson on the \Var", "\Vhy the Uni:t~d States Entered the
\Var", "An Educational Proclamation" (under date of
Rixteenth Day of AugusL), "Our Flag ", '" The Pinto Bean",
are oatstanding in patriotism and wisdr,m. "Our J1'11~~'" is
the best product of his pen, having attracted wide httention.
and it is worth~' of a permanent place in this book.

Our Flag
" 'l'is the star spangled banner, oh, long may it wave
.0 'er the land of the free and the home of the brave."
A flag may be described as a strip of cloth of a light fabric,
varying in form and c0 10r, frequently bearing some emblematilc design, and o·rdinarily displa)1ed, affixed by one end to
a staff, pole or rope. The most common use of flags is as emhlems ;of nations,
The use of flags is of great antiquity. In the, hook, NUM·
BERS, of the Bible, we read, "Every man of the Children of
Isreal shall !pitch by his own standard, with the ensign of
their fathers' house."
1
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Standards, ensigns, flags are what peoples and nations make
them from generation t,o generation, from age to age.
The Totem of the North American Indian has no vital significa.nce tiO u:,;, but to him it is Standard, Ensign, Flag,Religion, History and Governme;lt.
The Star Spangled Banner--flag of the Republic of North
America--OUR FLAG, had origin in a resolutiion of the Contialental Congress, June 14th, 1777, and is the oldest National
flag in existence. Its Union was declared as "thirteen star.s,
white in a field of blu'e, rlepresenting a new constellation, and
thirteen bars, alterate red and white". The stars in OUR
FLAG stand for the statrs of the Union. 'fhey were thirteen
in the Revolution, thirty-five in the Civil War, forty-five in
the war with Spain, and are now forty-eight.
'Phose stars, wh ite in a. ficld of blue, those bars, alternate
red and white, are t·o yon and to mc, no more than what we
make them. OUR FIJAG is ;an affront to the traitor in the
Nation. The seditious. mock it, and cowards flee from it, but
to the loyal citizen who kenows our hist.ory and is acquainted
with the heroic deeds o,f our fathers, OUR FIJAG is the -symhol of the power, the !Jrmcl'. the glory, the thought and the
purpose of our people.
In the American RevolutiJon, LIBERTY r·ocked in its C1';adIe beneath the flaunting folds of OUR FIJAG, and from
thlen unt\L now, that flag has waved in majestic silence over
a Nation of conquerors--conquerors, not for conquest, not
f,or sllhjugia,tion, not even for indemnity -- but conquerors
for justice, rightelOllSDcsS and truth. 'With those ideals emblazoned upon its folds, OUR FIJAG ha never yet been furled in defeat, nOll' tratled in the dust. Nor will itiever be.
For the sixth significant time, OUR FIJAG is being proudly born aloft iJn battlc line on earth I<md sea, and £.01' the first
time, high above the earth and dee'}J beneath the .sea. Th~
0Tound and reach of all ouro·ther wars have he en "eeti'JI1~11
'"
and lprescribed, but in this war, they are world wide, reaching up to heaven and down to hell. For us, the:v are the
'
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g\~olJ.'ification of liberty and the
tI'~umph of the
l)Ower of
right. For our enemies, they -are the perpetuation of servitude and the. enthronement of the power of might.
Rig-htly ''le glorify OUI' fathers, ''lho for justice and the
preseT'vat~on -of the Union, have died beneath the folds of
OUR FT-lAG from Lexington to Yorktown, from Balls' Blutf
to Appomattox, but higher: glory is reserved 101' us, if, in this
world war, we piove worthy sons of noble sires by carryinl!,'
OUR FllAG to the battlements of Berlin, there to uncrown the
Hohenzollern tand hamstring the Beast.
"And the star :spangled banner in triumph shall wave
'While the land of the free is the home of the brave."
W. E. Lindsey.
In a statement made by Governor Lindsey summing up his
administration, the important events are sO' clearly set forth
that it is deemed wise to let him speak for himself.
The illness of Governor E. C. de Baca hung like a pall over
the members iof the Third Legislature and little was accomplished during the early days of the Session. After his death
jhe Legislature, realizing in spite of the general grief of the
state, that the purpose for which they met must be accomplished, took up th'2ir work. "In the remammg twenty
day period of the regular session, resolutilons were adopted
and laws enacted which went far to consummate the desi:rles
and hopes of the forward and upward looking people of the
state.
"Among' those, conspicuous for notation and remark, was
that submitting to the willJ. of the franchise of thesta,te, Article XXIII, of the Constitution, prohibiting the manufacture
and importation of alcoholic liquors for sale, bartel', or gift,
from and after Octoher 1st, 1918. The timeliness and wisdom of this ,action were conclusively established at the
November, 1917, e!rction in its adoption by a vote of ap·
proximately three fo-r to one against.
"Other acts of that legislative session of far reaching con·
sequenee to the pt'ople of lour state are that providing for 11
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secret ballot; a state budget; workmen"s compensation; the
consoilidation of rural schools; the determinatiJoll and investment of the state's permaent public lands fund, an la.ct relating to public highways and bridges,and others.
"From the very hour when the congress of the government at Washington declared that the imperial German wa:;
carrying on war against the goverment of the United States
of America, every aVlailable resource of power, both legislative
and executive, :i;ll the state of New Mexico, has been freely
and enthusiastically contributed to aid in the accomplishment i()f the' will to win the war for the preservation of the
nation and the rights of free gover'Illllents and free peoples.
The orders 'of the President as commander in chief of the
army and navy of the United States, in theirr application to
this state, have been faithfully executed and the requirements of the general government, from the people of this
state, have been more than met in every instance.
"Twenty- four days after the deelaratio·n of war, the legis
lature 'of the Istate assembled in special session and, in the
brief period of eight days, enacted laws that enabled our
people to pass at once from a status of profound industrial
peace promotion to a status of univeral war promotion. By
Chapter Three of that session a.ets, the authority mId exercise ·of plenary power, was not only freely conferred upon the
state executive, but all necessary and required exercise thereof was demanded of him. By Chapter Four of that session
a.ets, provisions for arming the state in its self defense were
enacted; and Chapter F~ve thcreof created th1e council of defense for the state and put at the disposal of the eXlecutive,
war credit to the amount of $750,000."
Immediately after the adjournment of the special session
of the legislature, the Council of Defense was orglanized. The
governor was in constant touch with all its splendid labors
for the increase of foodstuffs, for the rapid and effective
mobilization of men, for the enconra.gement of all the Liberty
IJoian and "Var Fund Drives.
2'"
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Near the close of Governor Lindsey's administration it was
reported that various :soldiers at Camp Kearney and at Camp
Cody were being discriminated against. At the bottom of
this di~crimination was the ignorance of the officers higher
up- of the o.fficers who did come in con1Jact with the splendid men from this state. GovernoT' Lindsey went to Camp
Kearney and protested that every man from New Mexico
should receive proper treatment, no matter how inadequate
his kno>wledge of the English language might be. After investigating the situation, Major General Strong wrotc Governor Lindsey as follows: "I am glad to say that the Spaniisll
Amlericans are now happily situated. When we began to
a:rrange for transfers, much to> our surprise land delight we
found that commanding officers did not want to gilVc them
np.
I shall take a personal interest in looking after these
men, who, from the fact that they cannot speak English, are
at a disadvantage." One result of this v$it was that schools
of instruction in the Enltlish language were formed for thosi~
who could not speak the language. A similar change was
effected by Governor Lindsey's visit to Camp Cody, in improving the COlndition of the v,olunteers and draftees who
were being discriminated against becausle they could not speak
the Engl~sh language.
The last official act of Governor Lindseey which was of
special importance was his trip to Washington fnr the purpose
of securing compensation from the government for expenditures at the College 'of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts and at
the University for the training of soldiers in the Students'
Army Trai~g Corps, :and also to interest the government in
the reclamation of thc Rio Grande VaJ1ey.
Governor Lindsey's administration was clean, patriotic,
effective, and worthy of the great st:ate of New Mexico.
Frank H. H. Roberts.
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'.l"BE FIRST TERM OF THE AMERICAN COURT
IN TAOS, NEW MEXICO.
F>rancis T. Cheetham
Hubert HOWle- Bancroft, in his monumental work on the
History of the Western States, devotes two volumes to Popular Tribunails. He might have used tht term "Vigilant<!
Justice."
He shows that in nearly lall the western states, it
took some years before the courts began to properly function.
Jduges and District Attorneys were chosen, took oaths of
office and drew their salaries; but criminals went unpunished.
The invariable rule is that when those, whose duty it is to infOflce the law, utterly fail to do their duty for any c'onsiderable length of tiline and lawless m.en are permitted to disregard the law as a means ,of money gathering, the .commOn
people, when the breaking point is reached, rise up, take the
law into their own hands and administer attempted justice
without law. This is the experienoe of the ages.
. An examination of the record of the First Term of the
Circuit and District Courts for the Northern District of .New
Mexico, which convened 13t Taos, April 5, 1847, a copy of
which record is hereto appended, discloses a remarkabJe
achievment. And, while it took from tWiO to ten years for the
courts to begin to functi'on properly in the other western
commiOnwealths, this court established' a record, pl'obably
!rever excelled in the history of the world, for the dispatch
and sound discretion exercise!d in the transaction of the
bwiness then bef,ore the court.
Ai'. to the peI"s~onnel of this Court, it wi1l readily be seen
that it was a T,radcr's and Trapper's Court. Don Carlos
Beaubien, the presiding judge, was a native of Canada of
French extraction, who came to New Mexic10 in 1823, and
,;ettled in Taos; 'and while what he did not know about the
law would fill volumes, yet he was iR man of intelligence and
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action. That his l"leasoning faculties were good is well shown
in the argument he advanced against PadI'le' Martinez in his
answer to the liearned padre's protest ag'ainst Beaubien's ;petition for the~and grant, since known as the Maxwell Land
Grant. Joab Houghton was a native of New York, a college
man and a civil engineer by profession. He came to New
Mexic'o in Novembe,r, 1843, land located in Santa Fe. He had
succeeded Manuel Alvarez as U. S. Consul at Santa Fe bef'orpthe M'exican \Var. \Vhen Gen. Kearney organized the courts
of the provision:al Territory, he appointed
Houghton, an
American, Chief justice, and Charles Beaubien, a Frenchman,
,].TId Antonio; ,T. Otero, of Sp,:nish blood, as associate justices.
1"ran k P. Blair, the United States attorney was probably the
only lawyer present and he had just lately been admitted to
practice tn his native state. _On account of iIi! health he had
come west and stopped for some months at Bent's Fort on
the Arkansas, and when the Mexican War started he came
in with the arm~~. Of the nineteen men who eomlp'osed the
~:Ta11l1 .inI'Y. fOil:' were Americans. Georg:e Bent the foreman
was a brother of the slain governor. James S. Barry 'and
,T oseph M. Graham were stnrdy mountain-men and Elliott Lee
\Vasa relative of Stephen Louis Lee, late Sheriff of the Coun·
ty. The venire of the petit jury contains some interesting
names indeed. On this list we find such men as Lucien MaxweU, who had been one of Fremont's men of the first and
second expeditions of the Pathfinder. JO'seph :P:aulding was
a noted trapper who had migTated to CalifoTnia in 1832 and
had constructed the first billiiard table on the coast. Baut·
iste Charleyfoe had trapped all the way from the Saskatchawan to the Gila and came near losing his scalp in the Snake
eountrv. Charles Town was likewise one of Fremont's men
~ncl W:'8 wdl known from tlK" Sweetwater to, the Gila. Sir
William Stuart knew him on Lewis' Fork and says he wrote
a song, the last two line's of which ran:"The rock rushed down with a mighty din,
And broke a gun and a Frenchman's shi'n."
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.Antonio' Leroux was a noted scout and guide. Benjamin Day
was one of Ewing Young's trappers back in the 'twenties and
:lmd accompanied the latter to California, in 1831. Asa Estis
was probably of the family of Geo. H. Estes, who, with .()thers
had petitioned in 188'll for a grant on the Sapello, whel"'e Ft.
Union was afterwards established. Ch31'les Roubidoux was
also a noted scout and guide to General Kca'rney and others,
and afterwards led the Sitgreaves Expedition. HQ belonged
to that noted family of our traders who founded St. Joseph,
Mo., a.nd Riverside', Cal., and who maintained tw,o' forts in
the m(ountain country. A number of the jurors- of Spanish
blood had long been trappers.
Their contempt fon the or,linary type of Missouri Volunteer is well sho\vn in the following lines taken from Louis H. Garra'rd's bo'ok entitled
«W'ash-to-yah, or the Taos Trail," published in 1850,--if a
digression may be indulged, for it throwSI an int,cresting side
light on the scene. Garrard visited the Taos "eareel'l' or
prison ,on April 9th, 1847, the day of the first judicial hang.
ing-. In part he says:"Ente'ring a porta l, with a nod to the' sentina] on duty, we
found ourselves in a court.
In a room fronting this, was a
r~gged, ill-looking pelado, eon versing with a miserablydressed oM woman- his mother-and discussing greenish-blue
tortilLas, and chile colorado, under the' espionage of a slouching attired, long-hajred, dirty and awkward v,o'lunteer, who
to judge by his outward show, was no credit to his corps, or
silver-gilt eagle buttons. He leaned in a most unsoldierrlike
position against the doorframe, and on our nearapproacb,
drew his feet s'omcwhat closer to perpendicular, accosting
us with- 'Well, strangers! how are ye?'
'Quite well, thank you,' replied one of us.
"Them's grca,t briches of yourn, , broke in he, la.bruptly,
after eyein"g my fringed buckskins fOT some moments, ',Thar'd
they riginate- SantyFee'1 Be:ats linsey-woolsey all honer,
down to Galaway county.'
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'Samta Fe,!' replied Hatcher, disgusted with the fellow's;
simplicity, 'Why hoss, them's C'aliforny!.'
'Ca~yforny! Myoh! let's look at them, stranger. Calyforny r
way over yonder!' half way soliiloquising, and staring me
doubtingly, with a side twist to his head, and la, knowing'
squint from his: pOTicine eyes, 'now yon don't mean to say.
you was in them briches when they was in Calyforny7'
'Him~' interrupted Hatcher, wishing to astonish the man,
'that boy's been everywhar. He's stole more mule' flesh from
the Spaniards, and raised more Injun hal' than Y011 oowd
tuck in your belt in a week.'
'How rais'e Injun haid like we raise corn and hemp to
Canaway County or jest li'ke we raise hogs and y'oxens.'
'Oh! you darned fool,' retorted Louy Simonds, 'a long
ways the greenest Ned we see yet, No" rejo,ined he imperatively, 'when an Injun's a gone beaver we take a knife like
this,' pulling out his long scalp blade', which motion caused
the man to open his eye,s, 'k.eltch hold of the top knot and rip
skin and all rite off, quicker an' a goat could jump.'
'What's a gone beaver, strangoer1' again spoke up our ver
dant quer1est.
'Why, whar was you brung up, not to' know the meanin'
of sich terms-we'd show you round fur a curiosity up in the
mountains- let'8 go, fellers.'
'Ve started to another part of the jail, but wellei stopped
by a final question from our brave volunteer to Hatcher'Stranger! what mout your name be, ef I mout be so fl'l~
like?'
'Well, hos!' returned the questioned, 'my name mout be
Bi!ll Williams. or it mout be Rube Herring, 0'1' it mout be
,Tohn Smith. or it mout bel .Tim Beckwith, but this bufflert·s
eallicd ,Tohn L. Hatcher, t,o' rendevoo. Wagh !'"
Garrard left behind the most complete narrative of the
proceedin!!s o.f this court, outside its own record. He revoltpel at the idea of the hanging of a man for high treason. No
doubt IJC was right, but the mountainmen evidently thought
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that Polo Salazar dese,rved hanging on general pri!nciple~
for they did not hesitate to acquit the next nuan charged with
the same offense. Gal"I.'ard, at the time, was a mere boy soorcely
eighteen years ,of age and he had not learned thel oode of the
mountainmen, which required an eye for an eye and a tooth
for tooth. Moreover he allows his poetic incaination tol
lead him into some errors, as to the facts, as will appear from
the court record; but as :a 'whole his narrative ils reliable and
intensely interesting and as a literary effort, it is a classic.
This Court was in session fifteen working days, during
which time seventeen men were indicted for murder, fifteen
of whom were found guilty and two not guilty, by the jury.
Five men wcr~ indicted for high treaSion, one of whom was
convicted, one acquitted by the jury and three went out on
a nolle. Seventeeill were indicted for larceny of whom six
were convicted, three found not guilty, seven discharged by
11 none prosque and one ease appears to have been continued
for the term. In no instance was a plea of guilty entered.
Every man" put himself on the country;" TheDe was no talk
about th'ei law's delays here, fO'r this court convicted a man
of murder, for each and every wOTking day of the term. Ap·
peals were not much in favor in this court, for each homicide
eonviet was hanged before a transcript could hav1ei been writ·
ten. Befo.rc this Court did its work, the Taos country had
been a hotbed of revolution. Practically every insurrection
in No,rthern Mexico had had its inception at this place. But
since the fifth of April. 1847, revoluti'Gn has not been popular in the Valley of Taos.
The record of the Court is as follows:Be it remembered that on this Fifth day of April in the
vear of our Lord Eighteen hundred forty seven. The Honorahle District Court of the Territo,ry of New Mexico, conven·
ed in pursuant to an order from the judl:!,'e th!'r,~d, at Don
Fernnnde7. de Taos, in sai<1 Territory. The Honorable Charles
Beaubien presiding Judge assisted by the Honorable Joab
Houg-hton, .Judge of the Central District.
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The Marshall proclaimed the Court opened in due: form and
ready f.or the transaction of business, the MaJrsha\l returned
the venire for the Grand, Jury, with the names, George Bent p
James S. Barry, .Joseph M. Graham, Antonio Ortiz, Jose Gregory Martinez, Miguel Slanchez, Ellio,t Lee, Mariano: Martin.
Matias Vigil, Gabriel Vigil, Santiago Martinez, Ventura
Martinez, Jose Cordoval, Felipe Romero, Ramonde Cordoval.
Antonio Medina, Jme Angel Vigil, Antonio Jose Bingo, Jean
Bennette Valdez.
The Court ,organized the grand jury by appointing George
Bent as foreman, who took the necesSlary obligaltion, and the
others took the oath of Grand Jurors, when the Court charged the said GJ"land Jur,r in relation to the duties invol~e:d upon them as Grand JurO'rs as afm'esaid, after which they retired, when the Court adjoUTned until tomorrow morning at
nine 0 'clock, previous to which Mr. Theodore 'Wheaton
presented his Commission from the [wting Governoroif the
Territo,ry of his appointment as Circuit Attorney for the
Northern District of the Territory of New Mexico, the Court
received said commission and ordered it to be filed.
Robert Carey
Appr,oved
Clerk
ICharles Beaubien.
Don Fernando de Taos, April 6, 1847.
"The Court opened pursuant to adjournment. The Grand
,Tury appeared and all answered to, their names, when they
presented several Bills of Indictment, among whome were the,
Territory of New Mexico
vs
'
Indictment for Murder.
,Tose Manuel Garcia.
And now on this day P. P. Blair, Esq., appears on behalf
of said Territory and is prepared for trial. The Council for
the defendant not being ready ask the Court to 'adjourn until the afterno'on. 'Whereupon the Court grants s.aid request
and adjourns accordingly. The Court meets, the parties appearing, when the defendant pleads not guilty .to. the charge,
whereupon a jury is called and sworn consls~mg Geor~e
Long, Lucian Ma,xwe'll, Joseph Play, Charles OrtIbus, .AntonIo
Dewitt, Peter Joseph, Benjamin Day, Joseph Pauldmg, Edmong Chadwick Charles Town, Bautiste Charleyfo'e and
Henr:y Katz, the evidence being submitted to them they return the fo,llowing verdict.
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\Ve the Jury find the defendant Guilty ,as eharge:d in the
Indictment. It is therefore considered and adjudged by the
Court tha t the said defendant is guilty as chalrged, and that
he be taken to the jail, from whence he came and: there remain until the sentence of death be passed upon him the said
defenda,nt after which the Court adjourned unt.il tomarl"o'w
lnorning at 9 0 'clock.
Robert Carey
Approve
Clerk.
Chartel' Beaubien.
Don Fernandez de Tillos, April 7, 184,.
The Court met pursuant to, adjournment, the Grand Jury
appeared and answered to their names, the Prisoner Jos':'
Manuel Garcia wha had on the previous day been convirted
of Murder Vias brought into Court, when the sentence uf death
was passed upon him. to-wit:
That on Friday ncxt the 9th Inst. he be take'll fr'om the Jail
of said County to the place 0.£ execution and between thf
hours of ten 0 'clode in the forenoon and tW'Q' 0 'clock in the
afternoon and han~~' him said Jose Manuel Garcia by the neck
until he is dead.
Territory of New Mexico
vs
lndietm~nt for Murder.
Pedro Lurcro, Mamlcl Romero,
.Juan Ramon 'rrlljilJo. Isidor Romero.
And now on this day the parties appeiar and are ready for
trial, the said defcndants plead not Guilty to the Charges as
f;ct f.orth in said Indictmcnt, whereupon a jury is called, em·
paneled and sworn, to-wit: ,Jnc~n Miguel Ba,ca, .Julian Lucero,
\Yilliam I-lcBJ:ane. Henry Katz, Bautistc Chm-leyfoe, Robert
Fis!l.c·r, M1Hluel Ijafore, Charles Ortibus. Eli.i3h Ness, Peter
.J.oseph. C. L. Courriel', Jose Maria ·Valdez. The Council for
the defendants submit a plea to quash said Indictment, the
Court aftf'r dn.e consideration overrules said pIela and the
trial proceeded, the Evidence h'aving been submitted the jury
returned tbe foJlowil1!:!' verdict: '\V c the .Jury find named
defendants Guilty as Charged in the Indictment.
It is therefore considered and adjudged by the Court that
the said Defcnchmts be tflken from the place of their confinement, on Friday next the 9th Inst. to the place of Exccution and between thc' hours of ten o'clock of the fo'renoon

~{()

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

a.nd two 0 'clock of the afternoon hang them by the neck until they are dead.
Robery Carey.
Aprove:
Clerk.
Charles Beaubien.
Don Fernandez de Tllins, April T' 1847.
The United States District Court open in the regular form,
the same Judge presiding. The Grand Jury appeared and
answered to their nanies and presented a Bi~l of Indictment.
United St1a;tes
vs
Indictment for High Treason
Polo Salizar.
And on this day Comes the U. S. District Attorney, F. P.
Blair, Esq. and the Defendant with his Gouncil, who pleads
Not Guilty to the Charge as; set forth in the Indictment.
Whereupon a Jury is caned empaneled and sworn, to-wit:
.Juan Miguel Baca, William Le Blac, Heury Katz, B'apti:ste
Charleyfo'2, Robert Fisher, Manuel Lafore, Chades Ortibus.
Elijah Ness, Peter Joseph, C. L. Corrier and Jose Manuel
Valdez.
The evidence being submitted to the Jury .. they returned
the folhwing verdict: we the Jur:y find' the Defenda,nt
Guilty as chiarged in the Indictment. Robert Fisher, Foreman. Whereupon it-Gonsidered and 4-djudged by the Court
that the said Defendant - the penalties of law and that he be
taken to the Jail and there remaiti until the sentence of
Death be passed UpOIll him after wh~,ch the Court adjourrued.
to tomarrow Morning at nine o'cloek.
Robert Carey
Clerk.
Aprove
Charlelil Beaubien.
Don Fernandez d'e Taos, April 8th 1847.
The Circuit Court met pursuant to adjournment, the Grand
.Tury appeared and answered to their names. 'rhe Prisoner
Polo Salazar who was convicted 'of High Treason was brought
into Court, when the Sentence of Death was passed upon him
to-wit: That on Friday next the 9th lust he be taken from
the ,Jail of the County of T,aos, to the place of Execution and
there between the hours of Ten 'n'clock of the forenoon and
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Two 0 'clock of the afternoon he the said Polo Salizar be
hung by the neck until hc is dead.
Francisco Naranjo, ,T01lP Gabriel Somoro, .Juan Domingo
:Matins ,Tmm Antonio LU.cero and EI Cnrero, h'as been indict·
cd by the Grand ,Tnry.
Territory of New Mexico,
vs
Indictment for Murder.
Francisco Naranjo, ,Jose Gaibriel Somoro, Juan Domingo Martins, .Tuan Antonio Lucero and EI Cuenoe.
And now on this day C!omes the Ciruci~ Attorney, and the
said defendants 'with their coullsej, and pleads not guilty as
charged, Whereupon a jury is called, empaneled and sWl)rn
towit:
Manuel Lafor,e, Edmund! Chadwick, Benj. Davy, Charles
T.own, C. L. Corrier, Elijah Ness, Lewis Simmonds, Basal I.1eRew, Baptiste Charleyfoe, Jos. Paulding, Thomas ,Vhitlo and
John L. Hatcher, during the pendency of the case the Conrt
adjourned to tw,o- ~ 'clock in the afternoo:l. when the Court
met and the trial proceeded, the eVlllence having been given
to the jur,y ,and a brief argument by the counsiC'l the matter
was submitted, they returned' the following verdict. We the
.Jury find the above; named defendants Guilty as charged in
the Indictment.
Whereupon the Court considered and adjudged that the
s'a,id Defendants suffeT the penailttes '0'£ the law in such cases
and that the defendants aforesaid he sent hack to the Prison
and there remain until the sentence of death he passed upon
them afteeir which the Court adj,ourned nntil Friday the 9th
lnst at nine 0 'clock.
Ro,hert Cary,
Clerk
Aprove
Charles Be'a,uhien.
Don Fernande;r, de Taos. ApI, 9, 1847.
The Court met pursuant to adjournment, Manuel Miera,
Manuel Sandoyal, Rafael Tafoya and Juan Pacheco who had
heen Indicted f'OT Murder and Francisco Rivole charged with
High Treason who lall plead not Guilty as charged. The
counsel for Francisco RiY()l]e moved the postponment of said
tritll until Monday. The Court considers said motion and
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grants said request, after which the
Saturday the 10th lust.
Approve
Charles Beaubien.

Court adjourned until
Robert Cary
Clerk.

Don Fernandez de Taos, ApI 10-47.
The Court met pursuant to Adjournment; Mr. Allen Counsel for the Five Indians who were convicted of Murde'r on
the 8th lnst, Submitted a Motion to the Court to Set the Verdict aside and order a new trial; the; Court after dul;y considering slaid MiCtion it was overruled, and the Sentence of
Death was passed upon ~aid Prisoners, to-wit, That on Fri'day the 30th Inst they be taken from, the jail to the place of
Execlttionand between the hours of Ten 0 'clock of the forenoon and Two 0 'clock of the afteTfiiOQn, of said day they be
hl1n~ by the neck until they are dead.
'l'erritory of 'Kew Mexico,
YS
Indictment for Murder.
l\'[anllt:'l Miera, Manuel S!andova·l
Rafael 'fafoy;i, .Tuan Pacheco.
And now on this day comes the CircUlt Attorney, and the
said Defendants with their counsel and being' ready for trial
a .Jury is called, empaneled and sworn to-wit: Horace Long.
.rm,i2~)h Pley, Manuel Lafore, Peter .T,o:·wph, Ben,iamin Day,
.Joseph Paulding, Edmund Chadwick, Asa Estes, .John S.
Hatchell'. Louis Simmons. Thns. Whitlo and Baptiste Charleyfoe. The evidence beinz Submitted to the .Jurv they returned the fdlowillg vcrdic( W r the .Tury find the abo~e named
defendants Guilty as charged in the' Indictment. It is therefore Considered and adjudg-ed by the Court that the said defcndants suffer the penalties of thc law in such casi2~ made
and pl'(}tVid'ec1, 'and that on Friday the 30th dlay ad' April nc'Xt
thc,y the said defendants be taken from the Jail of their confinement to the place of execution and between the hours of
T!e~ O'clock of the forenoon and Two O'cloe.k of the afterno'O'Il :cf said day they be hung by the neck until th'ey are dead,
after which th c Court adjourned until Morning at. Nine O'clock.
Robert Cary,
Clerk
Aprovp.,
Charles Beaubien.
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Don Fernandez de Taos, ApI 12" 1847.
The' Court met pursuaI;lt to Adjournment. Grand Jury called and answered to their' names and presented a True Bill.
TerritOTy of New Mexico
Indictment for Murder.
vs
Asenda.
Al1d now this day comes the Circuit Attorney and the said
defendant with his counsel and said defendant pleladed not
Guilty as chairged. \VheTeupon a Jury is caned, empaneled
and sworn to-wit: Horace Long, Lucian Maxwell, Antonio
Dutt., Peter .Joseph, Benj. Day, Asa Estes, Charles Town,
Elij'ah Ness, Manuel L:afore, Baptiste Charletyfoe, Berall LeRcw2..nd Rovert Fisher. The Evidence having been given to
the .Jury they returned the flolUowing verdict: We th;e' Jury
fi!nd the Defendant Not Guilty as charged in the Indictment,
Benj. Day, Foreman. It is therefo'1'e considered and adjudged
hy the Court that said defendant be discharged from the
c:ustody of the law and that he go his way, a,fter which the
Court adjourned.
Robert Cary,
Clerk
Aprove,
Ch!a,rles Beaubien.
Don Fernandez de Taos, ApI, 12, 1847.
The U. States District Court met. Grand Jury called and
answered to their names.
United StJates
v
Indictment for High Treason.
Francisco Revali.
And nc'w on this day th:c' U. S. Attorney appeared and the
defendiant with his counsel. A Jury was called" empaneled
and sworn, to-wit: Horace Long, Peter Joseph, Benj. Day,
.Tos. PauJdiing, Chas. Town, Antonio Duet, Basil LeRew, Jose
Ignacio Valdez, Edmund Chadwick, Pedro Valdez, Asa Estes
and Rafa:c'J de Serna. the evidence being submitted the jury
return the fo Howing verdict, We the jury find the defendant
not guilty as charged in the Indictment. Edmund Chadwick,
Foreman. It is therefore adjudged and considered by the
Court that the said defendant be discharged frDm the custody
of the 1"", fmd kat he depart without day.

3

34

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

Territory of New Mexico
Indictment
for Murder.
vs
I,
Juan Antonio Avile.
The Circuit Attorney Appe,a~ and' the defendant with his
counsel 'and are ready for trial when th'e' Court adjourned
until tomarrow at Nine O'clock.
Approved.
Charles Beaubien.
Don Fernandez de Taos, A.pl 12, 1847.
The Oourt met pursuant to adjournment and the case of the
Territory of New Mexico
vs
Francisco Revali.
Continued. A Jury was called, empaneled and sworn, to-wit:
Horace Long, Peter .Joseph, Benj. Day, Jos. Plaiulding, Charles TOWIl, Antonio Duet, Basil Le Rew, J·ose Ignacio Valdez,
Edmund Chadwick, Pedro Valdez, Asa Estels and Rafael de
Luna, the matter being submitted the .Jury return thiei following verdict, We the jUJry find the defendant not guilty as
charrged in the Indictment. It is therefore adjudged' and considered, by the Go'Urt that the defendant be discharged from
the custody of the 113,W and that he go his way.
being
entered by the Court as an attorney, was enrolled accordingly
after which the Oourt adjourned.
Robert Cary
Charles Beaubien.
Don Fernandez de Taos, April 13, 1847.
The Court met pursu:a.nt to adjournment.
Territory of New Mexico
v
Indictment £0'1" Murder.
Juan Antonio Avila
And now on this day comes the' Circuit Attorney and the
defendant wtth his counsel and being prepared for trial 8.
Jury is empaneled and sworn to-wit: Robert Fisher, Antonio
Deitt, Peter Joseph, Joseph Paulding, Edmund Chadwick, C.
L. CorrieI', Pedro Valdez, Vidal Trujillo, Asa Estes, Jose
Ignacio Valdez, Raia,el de Luna and Benjamin Day. The
evidence having been given to, the Jury, they returned the
following verdict. W,e' the jury find the d'efendant Guilty as
Chia;rged in the Indictment. It is therefore adjudged and
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considered, by the Court that the defendant suffer the penalties of the law and that on Friday the s.e'Venth day of MJay
next he be taken from the jail of thlel County t1l the place of
execution and between the hours of Ten 0 '~lock of the foreiJoonand two 0 'clock of the' afternoon of said day he the sail
Antonio Avila be hung by the neck until he is dead. The U,
S. District Attorney entered a nol pir'osque in the case of the
United States vs Varua Tafoya, Felipe Tafoya, Pablo Guerrera, charg,ed with High Treason and are accordingly dismissed.
Don Fern'andez de Taos, ApI 14, 1847.
The Court met pursuant to adjournment.
Mrurtinez v Romero, Suit dlismissed at the cost of the Plain·
tiff.
Lee v Trujillo, Suit renewed
Lee v Martine'z, Suit renewed
Town v Wife, Suit dismiseed at the Cost of PUf.
Day v Truly, Suit dismissed at the Cost of Plff.
Joseph v Montano, Suit renewed'.
Territory of New Mexico
Indictment for La'I'ceny,
v
Jesus Silva.
And on this day the said defendant is brought into :and
pleads not guilty as charged, he asks the Court thhl'!ough his
counsel to postpone the case until the 15th, the Court grants
the request and continues the case.
Territory of New Mexico
Indictment for Larceny.
v
Miguel Valina, Farel Peralta, Soledad Sandoval.
The defendJa.nts appears and pleads not guilty as charged,
when the Court adjourned to
c'ases until tomarI'low the
15th Inst. Mter which the Court adjourned unti.l tomarrow
morning 8 0 'cl()ck.
Robert Cary
Apl"'Ove
Charles Beaubien.
Don Fernandez de Taos, ApI 15, 1847.
The Court met pursuant to adjournment.
Territory of New Mexico v Jesus Silva, Oontinued to Monday the 19th Inst.
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Territory of New Mexico
Indictment for Horse Stealing.
vs
Miguel Molina.
And now on this day the' defendant is brought into Court
and pleads not guilty. 'Whereupon a Jury is called, empaneled and sworn, to-wit ~- Peter Joseph, Charles Town, C.
L. Oo'rrier, Bas~l Le Rew, Thos. Whitlo, lllass Trujillo, Inline
Lucero, Jose Ignacio Valdez, Edmund Chadwick, Momingue
LeGrand, Jose Tafoya and Rafael Sanchez, the evidence being
g-iven, the JUlry found the following verdict. We the Jury
find the Defendant guilty a,s charged 'and assess his punishffilEmt at Fifty Lashes, on his hare back, well llatid on. Edmund Chadwick Foreman. It is therefore conside~ed bv the
Court, that the said defendant suffer the penalties as set 'forth
in the verdict, to-wit: that in Fifteen minutes after the said
sentence he the said defendant receive twenty-five laS'hes
tomarrow morning at 8 10 'clock he receive twentv five and
be further remanded to Prison until the Costs in 'this behalf
are paid, and the said defendant was indicted by the Grand
.Jury, charged with Horse . Stealing, and the Circuit Attorney entered a nol pros. que and discharged from the second
Indictment, after which the Court adjourned until 2 0 'clock.
The Court met pUT'Suant to adjournment.
Territory 'of New Mexico,
Indictment for Th:e.ft.
v
Rafla~l Teralto.
And now on this day comes the Circuit Attorney and the
defendant with his counsel and pleads Not Guilty as charged,
a .Jury is called, empaneled and sworn, to-wit: Robert Fisher,
Manuel La,fore, Charles To'wn, Elijah Ness, Jose Ignacio Valdez Jlose Tafoya, .Jmm Miguel Baea, Blass Trujillo. Thos.
Whitoo, Chas. Roselecheuf, Rafael Sanchez and Julian Lucero,
the Jury after hearing the evidence retur'n.:ed the following
verdict. We the Jury find the Defendant Not Guilt,y, Chas.
Town, Foreman.
It is therefore considered by theJ Court.
that the said defendant be discharged from the custody of
the law and thM he go without day- after which the Oourt
adj. until tomaTTOW at 9 O'clock.
Robert Cary
Aprove,
Clerk
Charl'llfl Beaubien.
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Don Fernandez de Truos, April 16th 1847.
The Court met pursuant to adjournment.
Territory of New Mexico,
vs
Indictment for Horse Stealing.
Jose Fa,bian Baca.
The defendant !appears with his counsel and pleads not
guilty. Wh,elreupon a Jury is called, empaneled swo,rn, to-wit:
Jos Play, Luois Sheets, Chas. Roubideaux, C. L. Corrier, Jos.
Paulding, Benj. Day, Peter J!oseph and Blass Trujillo. The
evidence being submitted to the Jury the
retutn the fQI.
~owing verdict. We thel Jury find Jose Fabian Bac,a Guilty
as charged and condem him to receive twenty five tashes on
his bare, back, Edmund Chadwick Foreman. It is therefore
considered by the Court that the said derendant be punished
in accordance with the verdict, and thla,t at Six of the afternoon of this day he receive upon his bare back und that said
defendant satisfy the costs in this behalf erxpended.
Territory of New Mexic!o' v Soledad Sandoval, Case continued.
Territory of New Mexico,
v'
Indictment for Larceny.
Jesus Silva.
. And now on this da.y the defendant appears with his counsel who plead not guilty as charged, whereupon a Jury is
called, em:paneled and sworn, towit: Antonio Duett, Basil
Lerue, Robert Fisher. Lewis: Sheets, Elijah Ness, Horace Long,
Benj. Day, Lucian Maxwell Charles T,own, Peter Rush£o'rld,
Pablo Archuleta and .Jose Igna,cio Valdez. The evidence being
they returned the following verdict. We the Jury find
the defendant Not Guilty, Lewis Sheets, Foreman. It is therefore considered and adjudged by the CO'llrt, that the gia~d: defendant be discharged from the consideration of said Indict·
ment, but the Court ordered the said defendant back to
Prison, and there to await the trial ,of another Indilctment of
a similiar characte.r after which the Court 'a,djourned until
tomarrow mOT'Iling at 9 0 'clock.

Robert Cuy

Aprove
Charles Beaubien.
The Court met

3-

Clerk

Don Fernandez de Taos, ApI 17, 1847.
pursuant to adjournment, and being no
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business prepared, the Court ,adjourned until 2 oI'dotek of
the afternoon, la,t which time the Court met and still no business to be brought forward the Court adjourned until Monday Morning at 9.
Robert Cary
Clerk
Aprove
Charles Beaubien.
Don Fernandez de T,alos, April 20, 1847.
The Court met pursuant to adj'o'llrnment.
Territory of New MelXico,
vs
Indictment fOT Mule Stealing.
Jose Mariana Samora.
And on this
the parties appeared the defendant pleads
not guilty as charged whereupon a Jury is called to-wit: A.
B. Robans, Peter JOSieph, Thos. Whitlo. Chas. Town, Elijah
Ness, Basil Lerew, Juan Tafoya, C. L. Carrier, Vicente Gardenas, Juan Trujillo and Jesus Tafoya who, being duly sworn
to try the cause, ia'Ild hearing the evidence they return the
following verdict. W ~ the Jury find the above named defendant Guilty, and assess the punishment to twieillty five
lash
on his baJre back. It is thereupon considered and
adjudged, by the Court, that said defenda,nt receive the pun
ishment as set forth in said verdict and that on this afte,rnoon
at Six 0 'clock, theslalid defendant receive twenty five lashes
on his bare back.
T1erritory of New Mexico vS Archuleta, by agreement of connsel a nOll pros entered. Same v Nicolas de Herrera and Jesus
Mondracon were discharged by paying costs. Court -adjourn.
ed until 2 0 'clock.
Don Fernandez de Taos, ApI. 20-47.
The Court met pursnant to adjournment, the Grand Jury
appeared before the Court and prayed that the Court wduld
discharge mid Grand .Jury from further cOIl'side\l1ation of the
duties, for which they had been called together as they had
finished the business as enjoined upon them by the Court.
The Court hearing said prayer from said Grand Jury and accordingly they were discharged.
TerriooJry of New Mexico,
vs
Jesus Balca.

Indictment for

_
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And now ,on this day the Circuit Attorney and counsel for
defend,ant by their agreement, a nol Pros que was entered
and said dieifendant was released from the penalty of the law
and the cost in this behalf expended be rendered against said
defendant 'a,fter which the Court adjourned to 2 0 'clock.
Don Fernandez dc Taos, April 20" Hs47.
The Court met pursuant to adj,o'Urnment.
Territory of New Mexico
vs
Indictment for Larceny.
Lugarde Cortez and Guadelupe Montoya.
And now on this day the Circuit Attorney appears and also
the said defendants with their counsel and plead!s not guilty,
whereupon la· Jury is called, empanele-d and sworn, to~wit :
Wm. Rutherford, Elijah Ness, Peter .Joseph, J'o'Se TafoY'll,
Juan Miguel Baca, Juan TrujirIo, Jesus Romero, Pedro Valdez, Julian Martinez, Vicente Cardenas and Juan Cristobal
Tafoya; thet Evidence bcing' given to the Jury, th~y returned
the f.ollowing verdict. We the jury find the above named
Defendla'nts Guiltya,nd assess the punishment to Lugarde
Cortez one year im:prisonment at hard labor and Guadelupe
Montoya a fine of Ttcm Doillars. C. I.J. Corrier F01"Cman. It is
the:refore consider~d and adiud<.red by the Court that said defendants be punished as set forth in said verdict and that
the costs in this beh!aH expended be rendered against them.
Territory of New Mexico
v
Indictment for receiving stolen goods.
Jose Maria Bent.
And now on this day appears the Circuit Attorney and the
saild defiemdant with his counsel and pleads nolt guilty as
charged. Whereupon a jury is called, empaneled and sworn,
to-wit: A. B. Robann,' Thos. Whitlo, Elljah Ness, C. L. Corrier, Basil LeRew, Jose Tafoya, tT ose Maria SandoVral, Ped!ro
Vald~z, Juan Miguel Balia, Juan Trujillo, Jesus Romero and
Juan Tafoya, the Jury'afVetr hearing the evidence returned
the following verd'ict: We the Jury find the defendant not
guilty, C. L. OOlITier, Foreman. It is therefore adjudged and
considered, by the Court, that the said defendant hie, dischialrged from the custod1y of the law and that he go without day;
the sentence of Jose Maria Samora was postponed by the
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Court until ThuT'Sday the 2.3rd Inst. at 8
noon.

0

'clock of the foreRoibielrt Cary
Clerk

Aprove
Charles Beaubien.

Don Fernandez de 'Daos April 23d 1847.
The Court met Pursnarnt.
Territory of New Mexico
vs
Indictment f,or receiving stolen goods.
Rafael Luce!l'o.
And now on this day the Circuit Attorniely appears 8n-l the
defendant with counselamd ~leads not Guilty as charged'.
Whereupon ,a Jury is Calleo, Empaneled and sworrn to-wit:
Chas. Town, Wm Rutherford, Elijah Neiss, Lucian Maxwell,
Basil LeRew, Antoine Duett, Peter JO$eph, Tomas Romero,
Antonio Martinez, Rafael de Luna. Juan Rafael de Serna and
Vicente Martinez, who hearing the evidence, the Circuit Attorney enterled a noll pros in the case. Whereupon the Court
discharged the said Defendant from the custody of the law.
Territory of New Mexico,
vs·
Indictment for !receiving stolen goods.
Mariano Martin.
And on this day the parties appear and the defendant pLelads
not guilty as charged. Whereupon H, .Jury is called to-wit:
Peter ,loseph, William Rutherford, Elijah Ness" Antonio
Duett, IJUcian Maxwell, Basil I,erew, Chas. Town, Rafael de
Ijuna, Tomas Lucero Juan Rafael de Luna, Vicente Cardenas
and Antonio Luce;ro, who being duly sworn to try the c,ase
and after the evidence being submitted, the Circuit Atto'rney
entered a Noll pros in the case, and the Court discharged
sai.d defendant when the Court adjourned till 2 o'clock of the
afternoon.
Robert Cary
Clerk
Charles Bienubien.
Darn Fernandez de Taos, April 23d 1847.
The Court met pursuant to 'adjournment.
Territory of New Mexico,
Ind'ictment for La!rceny.
v
Jesus Silva.
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And now on this day comes the Circuit Attorney and the
def1e'l1dant with his: counsel and pleads not guilty to the
charge. Whereupon a Jury was called, to-wit: A. B. Robllns,
Lewis D. Sheets, Wm Rutherf,mrd, Antonio. Duett, Thos.
Whitlo, Peter Joseph, Henry White, Basil Lerew,Chas. Town,
Juan Tafoya, C. L. CorrieI.' and Elijah Ness, who llJeing duly
sworn to try the c·ase, the Evid~nce having been submitted
they returned the following verrdict. We the Jury find the
Defendant Guilty and assess the punishment at twenty five
lashes., A. B. Robans Foreman. It is therefore considered by
the Court, that the said defendant receive on his bare back,
Twenty Five lashes, on tl1Je, 24th Inst 'at a quarter past one of
the afterrwon,ad'ter which the Court adjourned to 9 o'clock
tomarrow morning.
Robert CllJ'ry
Clerk
Ap'rove
Charles Ble1aubien.
Don Fernandez de Taos, ApI 24 1847.
The Court met pursuant to adjournment and there being
no further business for the considerataion of the Court, an
adjournment was ordered until the next regular term therem. (On the margin is written the word "void.")
The Circuit Attome,y appeairS and also the counsel for Jose
Maria Samora and prays the Court to remit the punishment
()f said defendant and to impose a fine of one hundred Dollars and costs. the Court duly considers said prayer and or·
ders the Sheriff to remit the punishment f;Qlr which saiid def·endant was found gu~lty, and the execution be issued for
One Hundl'led Dollars. The after which the Court duly examined thenelcords: from the commencement and finds them
correct, signs them as approved, there being no f1ll'ther business for the consideration of the Court, order an adjo'1lrnmant
until the next regular term.
Robert Cary
Clerk
Aprove
Charles Beaubien.
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DON JUAN DE ONATE AND THE FOUNDING
OF NEW MEXICO.
A NEW INVESTIGATION INTO THE EARLY HISTORY
NEW MEXICO IN THE LIGHT OF A MASS OF NEW
MATcERI.NLS
RECENTLY, OBTAINED
FROM THE
l\RCHIVO GENERAl.; DE INDlAS, SEVILLE, SPAIN.

O~"

By
George P. Hammond, Ph. D.
Chapter I.

The Early Expeditions Into New Mexico.
Cabeza de Vaca. The northern fro,ntier of New Spain soon
became famed as a land of myste'ry. After Cortes had completed the conquest of Tenochtitlan the adventurous Spanish
conquistadores began to seek for other Mexicos to subjugate.
A hasty exploration of the surrounding territory soon revealed the fact that such riches were not to be found near
at hand. But when Cabeza d~ VaJC'a in 1536 straggled into
Culiacan from Florida after an eight years: jaunt through a
"no man's land" his stories, retold by hungry rortUnle seek(lrs, were sufficiently astounding to provide anyone with
material fo'1'I dre,ams of great conquests in the interior. When
he went to Spain and told the wonderful tal'e of his experiences it add'ed greatly to the enthusi:asm in the De Soto expedition then preparing. In New Spain, where Antonio de
Mendoza had but recently taken up his duties as fiT'St viceroy,
Vaca's accounts stirred his ambition to acquire those fabled
regions. Of course, the intrepid Cabeiza did not visit New
Mexico. But "the effective pa,rt of his statement was the report, obtiaJined from the Indians, of populous towns with
large houses and plenty of turquoises and letmeralds, situated
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t1l th~ north of his route."l

He was thus the first European
to approach and hear of New Mexico, and h~3 hearsay· reports wer~ the incentive which led t'o its discoVielry and ex~lora tion.

Fray Marcos de Niza. Mendoza's immediate plans for
northern exploration fa.iled to materialize. Nevertheless his
inteI1~t did not abate. and when Coronado became the governor of Nueva Galicia he had instructions for carrying on
certain preliminary discoveries with a view to bigger things
should there be any excuSJel therefor. The expedition of Fray
Marcos de Niza, a Franciscan missionary, was 'one of these
tours. It was arr81nged by Vicero~ Mendoza through his
lieutenant COTOn~do.2
Early in March, 1539, Fray Marcos set {)ut from Culiac8.n
on a reconnoitering expedition. He was accompa.ni,eld by
some guidesallld the negro Stephen, 'one of VaOOi's companions,
whom the viceroy had taken into his pay. Proceeding into
Sonora Fray Marcos sent the rue1gro on ahead to leairn what
he could.
He soon sent back notice that the missionary
should folLow immediately, great news had been obtained. It
was the Seven Cities, called Cibola, of which he had heard, and
whose wealth was nothing short 0'£ malrvelous.
Inland were the Seven Citilels, situ.alted on 1& gTIe,at height.
Their doors were studded with turquoises, as if feathers from
the wings ,o,f the blue sky had dropped and clung thert.
Within th'ose jeweteJd cities were whole streets of goldsmifus,
so great was the store of shining metal to be worked.
Beyond these Seven Cities were other rich prorvinces, each
of which was greater than any of the famous Seven.
1. Bancroft, H. H. uHIRtor3-· of Arizona and New Mexico," 18.
2. The standard books on the expeditions Into New Mexico are: Bolton,
H. E. "The Spanish· Borderlands; Spanish Exploration In the Southwest,
15<12-1706"; Bancroft,
"Arizona and New Mexico;" Lowery,
W.
"The
Spanish Settlements wit.hln the present Limits of the United States, 151a1561; , Winship, George Parker, The Coronado Expedition: Twltchell, R. E.
"L..adlng Facts of Nell- Mexican History." The quotations are from the
--Spanish Borderlands."
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So, as ever in these tales, the splendor within reach was ,ailready dimmed by the \Splendor beyond'!
To Cibola, the.refore, the friar set out on the second day ,after Easter.
Continuing northward to the Gila he heard of StJephen,
accompanied by a band of three hundred Indians, farther on
ahead toward the northeast.
Fray Marcos foUowed in bis
wake, but soon le,nned had news. A fleeing Indian told of
Stephen's capture at Cibola, where his party was met by Ii
shower of arrows. It was stated by some that he fell during
the attack. Undaunted by the news the friar continued forward, going far enough to get a glimpse of the Seven Citi:es
of Cibola from a platean. There he took possession in thE.>
name of the king and then hurried back fearful of being attackled, but reached Nueva Galicia in safe~y.
In the city of Mexico the descriptions ,of Fray Marcos I()f
the great city, as he believed hiel had seen it with his very
eyes, caused a tumult. Another Mexico had at last been
found! The discovery was proudly proclaimed from every
pulpit. It passed from mouth to mouth amon~ the cavaliler
a.dventurel'S, dicing and dueling away their time and impatient for richer hazairds and hotteT work fOT their swords.
Coro:nado. Soon everybody wanted to' go to Cibola, and in
a short time the viceroy had enlisted three hundred Spaniards :smd eight hundred Indian allies to undertake the subjugation of the Serven Cities and other wealthy proovinces
beyond. Ooronado was made their leader. The assembly
took place at Compostela in February, 1540, whither the
viceroy came to give his final blessing upon the ViC'D.ture. Two
months later Coronado was on his wa'y to the kingdom of
fabled wealth.
Coronado's plan was to hasten forward with a picked body
of men. including the missionaries headed by Fray Marc,os.
Early in July he came within sight of Cibola. Bitter was the
disillusion. Instead of great cities glimmering in wealth the
conquerors Slaw a crowded village which at once showed fight.
The Indians were soon driven within the walls, hOWle,ver, but
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not till Coronado had been knocked from his horse by a rock
and received ari arrow wound in the foot. The d\e:fu~ted natives then deserted their stronghold. This satified the Spaniards as it was well stocked with fo,od. It was Hawiikuh which
had been won, the ruins of which are to be seen about fifteen
miles ,slouthwest of Zulli, Coronado; renamed it Granada, and
there he remained till Norvember, 154·0.
Fray Marcos soon realized that Cibola was Ilia place for
him. It is not recorded thl\Jt he was tl'1elated with violence by
the disgusted soldiers, his cloak protected him, but it did not
shield him from the terrible imprecations hurled at his head.
His gross ·ex·a:ggeration was representleld as falsehood, and he
soon went south to escape the tnrment of his companions.
The Grand Canyon. ,VhiJe Coronado was resting, bis lieutenants we.re sent to explore othle-r provinces-, wbieh were now
reported to ·contlalin the wealth not foundl at Cibola. Captain
Tovar was sent to Tuzayan, tIle present Moqui towns in Ari~ona. After a short eneounter with the Indians they sued' for
petl\Jce 'and became vassals of the king of Spain. They, tOla,
hUld stories to tell and slpoke of a great river several days'
journey distant, flowing far down between red mountain
wall's:. Oaptain Cardenas was sent to verify the report, anll
thus became the' first white man to view the Grand Oanyon
of the Colorado. His men made futile attempts tOI descend
the g'orge. On one occasion three of them spent a day in trying, but only succeeded in going OIlle third of the distance.
The Buffalo Country.
During the absence of Cardenas
visitors from the buffalo country came to! call On Coronado.
They were led by Bigotes, their be-whiskered chid, and
sought the friendship of the Spani1alrds.. They told of numerous "humpbacked cows" near their country and brought
a picture of one on a piece of hide. Alvarado with twenty
men was sent 1Ja '3Jccompany them on the return. Going by
way of Acuco and Tiguex, in othlejr words, by wa.y of Acoma
and the Tiguex villages on the Ri,o Grande, he reached Cicuye
on the Upper Pecos on the border of the plains in fifteen days.
Here he was not only welll received but picked up a find, a
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really good story-teller whom he called EI Turco from his appearance. Before returning a trip W1as made to the buffalo
plains with the new friend as guide. Once balck at TigUle!X,
near present Be'rnalillo, he found Cardenas preparing winter
qualrters for the army, and here he awaited Ooronado's a1'll'fival. The latter had remained at Oibola till the main army
e,ame up. After a short rest it also set out to join Cardena!'!
and Alvaraido.
EI Turco's Tales. EI Turco delighted the hungry fortune
seekers with tales of a liew EI Dotrado called Quivira~ It wa",
his own home, si,tuated far to the lelast.
The chief of that country took his afternoon nap under 8
ta.ll spreading tree decor,alted with an infinitmde of little
goldeln bells on which gentle zephyrs pLayed his lullaby. Even
the common folk there had their ordinary dishes made of
"wrought plate"; and the pitchers I£lilld bowls were o,f s:"l,ti
gold.
This cheering news made the army more hopeful and enIn the
thusiastic. But nothing could be done till spring.
meantime trouble occurred with the natives. Chief Bigotles
was put in chains when his tribe failed to produce some golden bracelets saId to have been stolen from El Turc,o. Co,ronado next dlronanded th'ree hundred blankets from the Tiguas.
When these were not produced the natives were stripped of
their garments. They rebelled and a battle followed. Soon
thel Indians begged for peace by making symbols and the
Spaniards responded in like manner. But the conquell"Ol' was
faith~ess.
About twol hundred' were seized, many were
burned, while the others broke away 01" died in thiel attempt.
NeVelI' ,mgain did this people listen to proposals of pe,ace from
a race which could not be trusted.
The Expedition to Quivira. April 23, 154.U, COl"olllado set
out for Quivira under the guidance of El Turco. By June he
was in western Texas where the main part of the army was
ordered back to Tiguex. With a chosen body of men he continued, no,w veering to the north. In five weeks time the home
of the Wichita Ind.i!ms in Kansas had been r1eached.
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'l'herf1 no sparkling sails .floated like petals on the clear surface of an immeasurable stream.. No :IQrdly chief drowsed to
the murmur of innumerable bells. ·The wilter pitchers on the
low entlrances of th~ir grassthatched huts, were not golden.
<' Neither g'oId nor silver nor an;y trace 'of either was found
among these people.. "
EI Turco confessed that he had been telling lies, but insist
ed that it ml$ at the instigation of the; people of Cicuye, whf)
desired that tihe Spaniards might perish on the plains or com('
back in such weakened condition tlUJ.t tthey could easily b~
overcome. After EI Turco had been put to death for hi.;
p'erfidy CoronadQI returned to Tiguex. Here exploring parties
were sent up and down the rivm-, north to Taos, and as far
south as Socorro.
The R~turn to Mexico. 'When winter came a great deal of
suffering and discolIltent came with' it. Next spring further
explorations were planned, bllt then Corollado suffered a dan·
gerous fall during a tOlurnament. It was a long time before
his recov,lV"Y, and by that time he had given up all plans of
conquest.
Hungry and ta,uered, and harassed. by Indians, Coronado
and his a,rmy painfully made their way back towards New
Galicia. The soldiers were in open revolt; they dropped out
by the scoJr.e and went on pillaging f,orays at their p:leasure.
With barely a hundred followers, Coronado presented himself befo're Mendoza, bringing with him nothing mo,re preciouR
than the goldpLa,ted armor in which he hadl slet out two ye.all'S
before. He had enriched nehher himself nor his king, so his
end is soon told: "he lost his repntatilon, and shdritly thereaiter the gove1rlnment of New Gali<;ia."
A ,remnant of the w-recked expedition remained in New
Mexico. Some Mexica,n Indians, whom we shall meet !again,
two soldiers, whose fate is unknown, and two missionaries and
a la'y brother, who suffered martyrdom in all pl"olbability,
lIllaide up this gr,oup.
The RodrIguez Expedition. During the four decades which
now elapsed before New Mexico again eamp into promineNce
the frontier of Spla:nish occupation had blazed new trails to-
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ward the no'rth.
The discovery of mine,s was eve.r an impOO'tant factor in expansion, and when thel'le were discovered
in the San Bartolome valley it rap~dly became the center ot
a thriving settlement. There were Santa Barba,ra in southern Chihuahwa, (frequently written Santa Barbola in t~
early records), San Gero,nimo, San Bartolome and Todos
Santos forming a group of towns in that vicinity. Here was
stationed Fl'IalJT Augustin Rodriguez, a Franciscan lay hrother,
who had heard 'olf 'a great country to the north. His imagination wra,s stirred by the report and he applied to th,e, viceroy
for permission to entor the land. The request wws granted,
but the soldier,:; who were ta accom,pany him were limited to
twemty. At the same time the latter wel"e allowed to barter'
\vith the Inman;:;, which made the expedition much more attractive.
With Rodriguez
\Vent Fray Francisco Lopez, Fray Juan de Santa Maria,
nineteen Ind.ian servants, and nine soldier-traders. The
soldiers were led by Framsiseo Chamus'cado," the Signed."
They WHe equipped with ninety homies, co'ats of ml3il for
horse and rid0r, and sIx lnmdred cattle, besides sheep, goia'ts
and hogs.
For barter with the natives they carried merchandise.
While the prinraJ'y purpose of the stock was tQl
provide food on the way, the friars were prepared to remain
in New Mexico if conditions were propitious.
Leaving Samta Barbara June 5, 1581, they descended the
Conchos to the Rio Grande and then followed the latter to
New Mexico, visiting most of the pueblo groups along ti,e
way, the Piros, Tiguas, and Tanos. At that point Father
Santa Maria determined to' return for th~ purpose of giving
an accC'onnt of the land. The1"e was much opposition among
his companions, but he went nevertheless. There days later
the Indians took his life. The rest of the party meanwhi!le
continued northwalrd tlO> Taos, and then , ;sited the buffalo
plains, east of Pecos. Returni'Ilg the pa cy went west to
Acoma and 7:ufii, where they found four Mexican Indians
,,-ho had remained ther,el from Coronado,'!'; time. Practically
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the entire puebLo Iregion had been seen and they now returnI,d to Santa Bn.rbatra" though Fathers Rodriguez and Lopez
remained at Puaray to ,establish a. missi,otll. January 31, 1582,
the soldiers departed from Pua·my. They could not march
rapidly as their leader, Chamuscado, was ill. He died beforr
they reached Salnta Barbara two and one-half months lateJr.
Espejo's R8lief Expedition. Reports were now made to
the vieeroyon the prospects of the land. It was considered
especially desirable to succor the two IJlriests land investigate
the mining pOflsibilities reported by thoCI soldiers. But before
the slow mo,ving machinery in Mexico or Spain could be set
in motion a private 'C'llterprise had been organized to rescue
the friars. 'fhe Franciscans were particularly anxious about
their brethren, and Fmy BCl'Iwl'<lino BeltrAn was eager to 'accompany ~nother "entrada." At till' samle timl' the,rc chanced
to be visiting at Santa Bwrhara Don Antonio Espejo, a rich
fficorchant of Mexico, who was willing to act as le'uder and
pay the expenses of a rel;,ef expedition. Accordingly a party
of fifteen soldiers was organiz,cd and a license .secured from
the "alcalde mayo.r" o·f Cuatro Cienegas. On Novemherr 10
1582, the party set ()tut from San Bartolome equipped with
one hundred and fifteen horses and mules.
Llike the Rod'ril2'uPz l'xpedition Espejo's group went down
t.he Conchos to the' .iuneti~m and up the Rio GTande. Above
the junction the sOildiers :passed through Jumano villages, and
after passing two other tribes ent,eTed the pueblo region.
They were soon at Puaray where the death of the two mission
arir~'\ Rodrigur7. 11l1d Lopez, was v<'l'ified. 'With the purpose
of thcl journey eOl~lplet,ed they might have returned, but for
this Espejo was not ready. His desire for explorati1o'n was
n.pproved by Father Beltran, and off they went to the vicinity of the buffalo plains. They soon returned and spent some
time visiting most of the :puelblos on the Rio Gralnde and its
branches, the Queres, Sra and .Jemez. 'Then their path went
westwaT'd to Acoma and Zuni when' thry conversed with the
4
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Indians left by Oo~onado. A part of the expedition, including Father Beltrlm, was now ready to return to Nueva Vizcnya. But the rest with Espej,o, were bent on finding IR lake
of gold which had been reported toward the northwest. The
mythical lalke eluded their grasp, but at Moqui a gift of four
thousand cotton blankets w,as heaped upon them. These
Espejo sent back to Zuni with five solditc'rS, while the remaining f'our accompanied him to the Tegion of rich ,o~es farther
west. This was in the 1Vestern part of Arizona, in the region
of Bill WiUlilams Fork.
Back at Zuni, where Espejo now proceede1d, he found
Father Beltran still waiting. But the latter was tired of wait·
ing 'a,nd now returned to San Bartolome, while Espejo C'()lltinued to f;lcarch for riehes. Going east once m'OII",c' Espejo
visited the Queres, the Ubates, wheTe mineral prospects were
found, and the Tano~. Then, he/cause of the smallness of his
following, he determine/d to return. Going down the Peeo;;
one hundred and twenty leagues the ,Tumanos conducted him
to the Conch os'. He reached San Bartolome September 20,
1583, a short time later than Father Beltran.
Results of these Entl'3Jdas. Either of the expeditions of
Rodriguez and Espejo, small as they were, niecornplished almOISt as mueh as the grc/Jt army which Coronado had led. In
practical ,results they were vastly more important. Coronado's
entrada had demonstrated that the Seven Citi,eiS were a, hollow phantom. His eXiploits were well nigh forgotten. But
the glowing accounts of ROldriguez and Espejo stimulated
new interest in the country as a fi,eld ~)If great opportunity.
A lake of gold and mining possibilitiies had been reported.
The froiIltier was ~glow with enthusiasm.
The Conquest of New Mexico Authorized. Meanwhile the
viceroy made a report to the king regarding the Rodriguez
expedition. In response came a royal cedula, April 19, 1583,
instructing him to make a contra:ct f,o,r the settllement of the
new regi'on. The royal treasuT'y could not be drawn upon
for this purpose, and the Council of the Indies had to approve
whatever plans might be arI'langed.
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The Applicants. Nume'l'OUS applic,ants soon appeared to
take advantage of this ordeor. The first was Cristobal Martin, {)if Mexico. who made extravagant demanilll. Afte,r: him
c'ame Espejo, who negotiJa.ted directly with the crown. Francisco Diaz de Vargas, an official of Pueb'La" also sought the
distinction. Each of these was re'ady ttO spend large sums of
money on the enterprise.
Several years had now elapsed and nothing had be-en accomplished. Before the Marquis '0'£ Villamjanrique was sent to
New Spain as vice'l'oy the problem of choosing ill suitabll'
candidate was thoroughly considerred ina "junta" which he
attended. The inference is that none of those who had till
then sought the privilege were judged worthy. In o·rder that
there might be no further delay Villamanrique was reminded of the importlance of chrol()sing a qualified leader at onoo.
He was given full power, except that the project had to be
roa,de without royal support.
•Juan Bautista dc Lomas y ColmenaDes, famed as the wealthicst man in Nueva Galici,a" was the first orne of whom we
have 'lny record to petition ViUa,mal1rique for the conquest
of New MexiclOi. Though L0l11a'2 was verry exacting in his demam.ds the viceroy approved the proposal MarcIl 1], 1589,
aurd! it was then forwarded to Spain only to be entirely disrega.rded.
Casuarno's Illegal March. In the next year occurred an unlo,olked-for entI1a,da which put a stop to the immediate plans
for the conquest .of Ncw Mexico. It was made by Gaspar
Castano de Sosa, lieutenJ3'Ilt g''OiVernor of Nueva Leon, who
effected an unlicensed entrance. From the t,o~vn of Alamaden,
now Monclova, established in 1590, he started on July 27,
with more than one hundred and seventy perS'olTls, including
women and! children. About August 21 messengers had been
sent t,o Mexico, lamd in September the expedition halted at
the Bravo for three weeks awaiting theilr return.3 They
had probably been sent to secure thc vic.eroy's appro,val for
3. Bancroft, UArlzona snd New Mexico," 102' note 15.

52

NE\V MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

entering New Mexico. They did not corrue back. Meantime
the viceroy informed the king of what had 'occur1"led, for on
April 9, 1591, it was decreed that neither Carabajal's lieutenant, nor anyone else, might conquer New Mexico without
the vieoeroy's order. MorCoo'ver the king ordered that no OIW
namcd by Oarabajal should be chosen to carry out thi~ c '11quest. 4 Meanwhile Castai'i()\, unaware of what was eomi1l 6 ,
~(Jd: his cxpedition to the Pecos after overcoming numerous
hardships. Late in December the first pueblo was sighted,
perha:ps Pecos. In the explorati'on that followed he may have
gone as far north as Taos, down to the QueDe's, and" to the
provinGe whelre the padres were said to have been killed
years before.' '5 On returning from the tour to the latter
pliace he was infonmed by the Indians that another body iQf
Spaniards had arrived. It proved to be Captain Juan Morlete,
who had come with fifty men to arrest him by order of the
viceroy "£orr having' made an entrada of New Mexico and
ensla.ved some Indians without order or license "6 Cast:a.no's entire £,O'rce accordingly Idt New Mexicol by way of
the Rio Grande in the summer of 1591.
Leyva and Humana. About 1593 another unauthorized expedition was made to New Mexico by Leyva de Bonilla and
Antonio Gutierrez de Humana. They started from Nueva
VizeaY1a, and spent about a year among the pueblo'S, making
San Ildefonso their headfJuart,P'l's. They went east to! the buf£alo country and finally made an exculr'Sion to KJansas. On
HIP. willy Humana killed I,cyva, but was in turn destroyed a
little later with most of his followers.
After the first. of. these interruptions had passed away renewed effor1Jswere made by wealthy individuals to win the
right to settle New Mexico; Velasco· was now vi.ceroy, and
to him Ijomas in 1592 repeated his earlier petition. Nothing
4. HRen] (:cdulu al ,'irn',Y de In 1"lU""ft :':spunft:' April 9, 1591
Archivo General de Indias, 87-5-1
5. Bancroft, AJ"izona and New 1\lexico, 106.
6. UReal et"dllia n Itt atH{if"nf'ia de _~ttevali~~IHtiia.·' January
A. G. I., 87-5-1.
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oame of his offer since the terms wer,e' considered exorbitant
by the king. 7 Then appe1H~d Francisco de Urdiik)la, lieu·
tenant governor of Nueva Vizcaya, and a contract was made
with him for the CO~l(IUCSt. How<.'ivrr he was shortly accused rlf poiso!'11ng his wife nnd thus lost the o,pportunity. Lomas
made a thirrd fruitless !attempt in i595, tlw last applieation before that of Don .Juan de Onate of Zneatecas.
':. ·'It(·ai
87-5-1.

(·~·dl1!:.L :11

l"j~Tt'y

11(' ='iuc'n, ESIJf\nn," January 17. 1593, A~

G. I.,
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Chapter U.

The Controversy over Onate'8 Contract
Onate's Qualifications. It was not till 159'5 that the con··
quest of New Mexi'co was finally awarded to the man who
was destined to fulfill the mission. At that time Don Ju.'an
de OnRte, the desc,eitldant .of a family distinguished in thC'
annals of New Spain,8 was given the c,ontract.9 The conditions unde'r which the agreement had been arranged seemed
favorable. The viceroy, Don Luis de Velasco, was his intimate friendl,10 and had accordingly shown great g'enerosity
in placing his sanction nn the enteI\prise.ll There appeareiJ
to be no question of Don ,Tuan 's fitness for the task, even if
We consider certain stringent qualities, whi;ch, according to
an earlier decision of the viceroy, a competent adelantado
IDW',t possess. On .Tanula.ry 30, 1595, shortly after Francisco
de Urdinola had been arrested and before Onate had CODsidered going to New Mexico, Velasco lamented the fact that
he knew of no ,one in the kingdom capable 00 managing such
a great undertaking, "for the service of God and your mao
jesty and the good of the natives.' '12 As a faithful servant
of the\ king it was hi,s conviction that the conquerOT must eo'lltinue the work of converting the heathen ,even though gold
Or silver mines might not be discovered. There was the danger. The possibility of finding precious metals Wlal> a prime
8. Cornish. "The Ancestry and Family of Juan de Onate." In Stephens
and Bolton, "The Pacific Ocean In HIHtory," 452.
9. "Petition to the viceroy. Don Luis de Velasco. for the journey of exploration
and capitulations of the viceroy with Don Juan de Onate,
Mexico, September 21. 1595." in Hackett. C. W. "Historical Docnment. relating to ~ew Mexico. Xueva Vlzeaya. amI Approaches Thereto, to 1773,"
225-255. Herefter cited as Onate's contract.
10. Villagra. Capitan Gaspar de. "IlI.torla de la ~u"va ~["xlt·o." (Mexico,
1901\ I, 27).
11. Onate's contract, In Hackett, "HIHt, Do"....· 225-255,paH.lm.
12. LeUer of Viceroy Velasco to the king. Mexico, January 30, 1595. in
Ihld., 221.
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motive in any discovery, land Velasco regretted that ordinarily the explorers would desert as soori-as the dearth of such
wealth was realized. Tl).e propose'd pacification and conversion would thereby be completely defeated, the baptized
Indians would at once relapse into ba,rbta~ri\;;m. and the deserting soldit.'rs and colonists comrruit {)utrages a.nd Iaissualts on
the Indians, which must invariably make the very name Of
Christians contemptible and odious among the heathen. The
,-iceroy rea:lized these facts and confessed that such had be~n
the experience in other expl()lf'atio'ns. 13
Velasco's di'scouTageinelJt over Urinolla's fate, aseiVidenced
by the above letter, was forgotten when Onate came forWard
and soilght to lead an eacpedition to the "'oltro" Mexico.14
Various motives entered into Don Jlian's determinatiori to
risk hi~ fortune ,and reputation in this venture, chiefo,f which,
pei-hi,pSi, was the hope of glory and material gai'n. These
considerations always playeld a part in any conquest undell'taken hy the SphniardJS.1 5 Nor can we 'overlook the religious
reason which was ever prominent in these entra:dJas. :EJut a
different incentive' :<]so llppears. Onal'e' hlad just suffered the
10'Ss of his wife, and like the famous Simon Bolivar of South
America determined to conquer hiis grief by dedicating himself in a greater way than befol't'i to the s:ervice of his 111ajesty~16.

The first negotiations seemed destined to bear fruit. In
the summer of 1595 he had petitioned the: viceroy for the
honor and privilege of underHiking this conquest, which had
been a wlaiting the becko-n of some enterprising character
since the days when Espejo reexplored the land and reported it good. To Velasco the new conquistador seemed the
man for the job. Reporting to his sovereign the circumst13. Letter of Velasco to the king, January 30, 1595, in Ibid.
14. O"ate's contract, In Ibid.. 225.
15. Cunnlnghame Graham. R. B. The Conque8t or New Granada, viii.
16. "Relaclon que hlzo Don Lul8 de Vela8co .' .. ,. del e8tado en que
hallo y dexo aquel reyno quando Ie promevleron a" vlrreynat;' del Peru.
1595," A. G. I .• 2-2-4-4.
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ances of the contract made with Ofiate, he stated that Dcm
Juan was beUer qualified to conquer this "new" Mexi 1
thalIl any of those who had formerly sought the honor.17
Moreover before Velasco hlad actually accepted Oi'ia te for thi:;
conquest some correspondence had taken place b"twel~Jl the
two in which the viceroy acknowledged the '2're~t services of
Don Juan's '81ncestO'fS as well as his own merits, and only regretted that things were in such a condition that he could
not then open negotiations.1S If additional proof of Onate's
stJanding is necessary it may be observed that Mmrtin, Lomas,
and Urifiola were all men of wealth and acievement, 19 and
when the vicelroy stated that Don Juan de OfiJate was bette"
qualified than these it is evident that he was highly apprecia t
cd by his contemporaries. 20
Family Ties. Don Juan's reputation was naturally enhanced by the standing of his father, Don Cristobal, for
after arriving in Mexico in 1524, the latter soon became engaged in exploring and conquering on the frontier of Nueva
Galicia. 21 Hete he proved himself equal to the dangers and
tesponsibilities of the frontier. In 1538, on the delath 0'£ the
gove'rnor of Nueva Galicia, Don Cristobal heQd that office a
short time, and when Francisco Vazquez Coronado was nam·
ed governor in 1539, he becla'ffie lientenant goverlnor. Heavy
responsibilities Sloon de~olved on him, for during the absence
(}f Coronado in New Mexic() the Indians {)of Nueva Galicia
revolted, and it became his dluty to quell the uprising. In
doing so he distinguished himself by his prudence, justice
and military skill.22 After the Mixton war, as this revolt is
17. Velasco to the king, Mexico, October 14. 1595, in Hackett. "HI8t. Doc ..."
257.
18.Vlllagra, "HI.toria." I, 27.
19. See Bancroft, 'Arlzona and Xc\\' ~Iexlco. 94-100.
20. Santiago del Rlego to the king, Mexico November 10. 1596, In
Hackett, "HI.t. Doc..... 369 ft. Rlego gave Don Juan a remarkable sendoft In this letter; whether it was nobility of character. material resources,
or the support of wealthy friends and relatives, he possessed them all.
21. Cornish, op. cit., 454.
22. Bancroft. "Hl8tory 01 Mexico," II, 464·465; 490.
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termed, was o,ver, Don Cristobal c'oflltinued his exploring
activities. In fact, he is reported to have 00nquered and
settled the major part of Nueva Galicia at his own expense. 23
In 1548 we find him, ill c,ompany with three notable Spanisn
officers, explOlI'ing land pacifying the Indians in the' vicinity
of Zacatecas. 24 From the natives rumors of rich silver lodies
in thel neighbollhood rea,ched them and these they slOon dis00vered. So abundant were these veins that they became the
four wealthiest men in AmeT~cla at that time. 25
Not much is known of Don Juan de Onate bef.orel the year
1595. He appe:alrs to have been born in Mexico,26 but neither
his native town nor the date of his birth has beeh preserved
Our knowledg'e of his youth is equally meager. It scems that
he entered thc' service of the king early in life. In his ,p'etition to Velasco in 1595, he stated that for more than twenty
yeam he had been engaged in fi'ghting land pacifying the
Chichimecas. Guachichiles, and other Ind~ans ·of Nuetva Galicia and Nueva Vizcaya at his own expense. 27
Influential Friends. The meritorl'ous experiences of Onate's
youth may, indeed, not have belen different frorm those of
maIDy another frontier claiPtain. However the distfuguishr-d
serlVices and great wealth of his father were a, marked asset
in obtaining preferment in the royal service. Furthe~more
the Onate family was blessed with a hoslt,of friends among
the best families ,of New Spain and Nueva O1a:licia. Don Juan
had ID1arried into one ,of the f.amous colonial families. His
wife was Isabel Tolosa Cortes; Montezuma, great grandaughtelT of Montezuma, grandJdaughter of Cortes, daughter 'of
JUlan de Tolosa and IJconor Cortes de Montezuma. 28 Don
2S Onate's

cont~act,

in Hackett, "Hi8t. ))OC8.," 227.

24. l\lota Padilla., "I1iNtorhl d,,_ III

(~onqnI8ta

de 180 NUt>,"u

(iu,I1f'.ia,"

19-1-

196.
26. Bancroft, "Ucxicc." II. 554; Bolton and Marshall, "ColonIzation of
North America," 55.
26. Probably in 1549."Con8nlta en el Con8cJo dc T",Ua8 ." April 6. 1622.
A. G. 1., 66-5-10.
27. Onate's contract, In Hackett, "HI8t. Doc8.." 227.
28. Bolton, "S.,ani8h Bordcrln",ls." 170; Cornish, op. dt., 459, and table
facing 452.
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Juan's four bTiothers, Don Fernando, Don Cristobal, Luis
Nunez Perez,a,nd Don Alonso, were all wealthy and rendered
valuable aissistance in the conquest ,of New MelXico. Of these
the first thrlee and Maria de Galarsa, the,ir only sister, married successfully.29 Don Alonso seems to have remained
single.
Don JWaln also had the' support of fOll1:" famous nephews,
the Zaldivar brothers, Cristobal, Francis~o, Juan and Vicente, who achievedi distinction in the service of the king.30
In addition he had the !Support of Diego Fernandez de Velasco, governor of Nueva Vizcaya, with whom he had con·
fe~red in regard to the contract ;31 of Rodrigo del Rio de LlQlsli,
who had been instnlmental in opening up mines in Nueva
Vizc1alya, a ll1aJl who :possessed enormous cattle ranches tliere
and had at one time been governor of the. same' province ;3~
of SantiagO' del Riego, an "oidoT'" of the' audiencia of
Mexico, who in 1596 had spent thirty-three years in audiencia
service ;33 of Maldonado, likewise' of thealudtiencia; of Don
Antonio de Figueroa; Ruy Diaz de Mendoza; ,alnd Juan
Cortes, great gmndson of Cortes. 34 These are the names of
,"orne of the influentiall men who encouraged Onatle, and supported him in the proposed c'onquest. Moreover Velasco the
vicar:o;y always dealt liberally with him and recommended him
29. Cornish, "" <'it .. 461-462. Mrs. Cornish states that LUis Nunez was unmarried, which Is an error. He was married to a daughter of Vicente de
Zaldivar. "l\lemorht df> carJ:OH )" (~lll)ltulos (IUe 8C averiguaran contrn t"J
noctor ""alderramn
Mexico, 1610.
A. G.!., Camara, no 273.
elt., 463.
There has been some argument as to whether
30. Cornish,
the Zaldivar brothers were Onate's cousins or nephews. In the documents
they are always referred to as "sobrinos," never as cousins. Cf. Bancroft

0".

"Arhnna and New :\lexi('I)," 117 note 9.

31. VIIIagra, "Hlstorla," I, 28.
32. Bolton and Marshall, uColonizution/' 56, 58; Hackett, "Ulst DO(~8~"
16. 17.
33. Santiago del Rlego to the king, November 10, 1596,
lhid., 369-375;
ct. Villagra, "Hlstol'la" I. 28.
34. Vlllagra, "HI.torill," 1., 28-29. Villagra states that the greater number of these men were descendants of Juan de Tolosa, founder of Zacatecas, and of the III ustrlou'l Salas, its first alcalde.
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to the king fOT the; bestowal ,0;£ gireater favors,35 so long as
these demands did not exceed or controvert the rOJ1al ordinances of 1573, regulating new dfrscoveries. Velasco was a very
popular ruleT, intelligent and learned. He had resided in the
country many years and had occupied various important
positions. As viceroy he was accordingly beloved by his
peop'le. This fact hellpS us to understand his ge'llel'OUS 'attitude
towairdl Don Juan de Onate.36
The I>etition and Contract. The lengthy document in which
Dian Juan presented his petition for the conquest of New
}f:exico was rc'ad before the viccrroy On September 21, 1595.37
He examined the petition and contract, and gave a detailed
opiinion I()'ll every proposal in the form of extensive marginal
notes. Most ·of the proposa:ls were accepVed without change;
some were modified; and others rejected ontnight. SeV'eral
copie,s of the contrad have recently 'co'me' to light as the result of investigations in the Archivo General de Indias, Seville,
Spain, pl'o,ving abundantly that it is the dlocument by which
Onate was awalrded' the diseovery and conquest of New MelX:
ico. 38
The -only wri~er who has seen or made any use of this contract is Josiah Gregg:. He obtained a copy of the document
from the Secretary of Stat;e'at Santa Fe, and gave a brief rnSUlne thereof in his "Commerce of the Prairies." He accurately stated the prop'm<;als made by Onate, but gave no indieation a8; to what demand~ were' gIi31Ilted or rejected by the
vicetr'oy in his marginal decrees. Gregg merel~' satisfied himself with the genera:lization that "although these exorbitant
demands wer~, not all conceded, they go to demonstrate by
what incentives -of pecuniary interest, as well of honors, the
35. Ollate's contract, In Hackelt, "Hi.t. Do~ •. ," 235, 337. 243.
36. Bancroft ".:\r{~:llc.o,'· II. 758'; Riva Palacio, ":'tlt"xlco a. fra,'('s dt" ]0"
.Iltlos," II, 449.
. 017. Oilate'R ~ont.ract. in Hackett, "IIlst. 00('8.•" 225-255.
According to
Vl\lagra, the peet and historian of the expedition, the "iceroy made a
cont roct with Ona.te on August 24, 1595. There Is no evidence to support
this statement.
38. Two copies of the contract are in A. G. I., 1-1-3-22; another in
F.g·S-::;;; :J.nether in 58-3-12; a-nother 58-3-14.
t
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Spanish monarch sought the 'descubrimiento, pacificacion y
conveflsion,' as they modestlly termed it, of the poor ~borigines
of America.' '39 Nor does Gregg have any information of the
delaYlS and ch<lill.ges that occurred with the c,oming of the new
viceroy, the Count 10£ Montetrey. BancI"oft was unable to find
a copy of this document so he foll()wed Gregg in his narrative.40
Terms of the Contract. According to the t1ecr.-ms of the CODtract which Ofilalte had entered into he was obliged to rec'ruit
a minimuml of 200 men, fully equipped with the necessary
Buppies and provisions. This was to be done 'e'Iltilrely at his
own, Clost, though he was :permitted to enlist soldiers defraying their own expenses. The royal treasury was not to be
called upon to provide salaries for any part of the' army whatever. Don .Juan offered, among other things, to take 1000
helaid of cattle, 3000 sheep for wool, another 1000 f,or mutton,
1000 goats, 100 head of blalck cattle, 150 colts, 150 mare:>,
quantities of flour, corn, jerked beef, and sowing wheat.
There were ahso numeloous minor articles including horseshoe
iron and nails, footgear, medicine, bellows iron tools of various kindls, gifts to the' Indians, cloth and pta!per. These supplies were to be held in reserve till the new settlements should
be reached, but in case of ext'reme necessity could be used
while on the march. For this latter purpose additional supplies were to be furnished by Oiiate. 41
.
Don Juan realized the n'e'cessity of providing regally foil' his
own needs on this great expedition. His wardrobe was there·
rore carefuly selected. As pa'r't of his personal equipment he
agre'ed to take twenty-five horses, a like number of mules with
mules, six light cavalry s,addaes, six troopeTl's saddles, six
bJa,rness, two coache~" with mules, two iron-tired carts with
leather shields, six lances, twelve halberds, six coats of maH,
six cuishes, six helmets with be.averrs, six sets of horsc annor,
39. Gregg, Josiah. "ConlnH"n~t" 01 tile Prairit"R." I, 117-'19.
40. Bancroft, "Arizona nnd New 1\olexico," 116-117.
41. O"ate's contract ,in Hacl<ett, "Ilist. n ...,s .• " 227-229.
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sa: harquebuses, six swords and daggers, two complete corselets, two stands of arms, and six buckskin jackets. These
things Onate promised to halVe in readiness .at Santa Barha;ra
by the end 'of March, 1596, but with this the viceroy was not
satisfied and requiired him to be ready two months earlier.42
Onate's Titles Onate was granted the titles of govle'rnor
and! captain-gener:aJl for two generations on condition that he
fulfill his part of the contract. The viceroy pl"iomised to supplicate the king to extend this period anequa'l length of time.
He wa!s, also to have the title of adelantado on taking p'ossession of the land. This honor was to endure as long 1's the
governorship, and Vel.asco agreed tQl see'k a similatr' extension
of the office.43
Aid Furnished by the Cro'\"n., T,o minister unto the Spaniards and convert the ndives Onate was granted five priests
and a lay brothe'!', with r.11 nec'cssary equipment, lat royal expense. To aid in maintfLining peace in the province he was
allowed three field: pieces, thirty quintals of powder, one
hundred quintals of lead ,Htnd orle dozen coat,s: of mail, though
he had to pay fO'1' the latter item.44 Oii-ate also secured a six
year loan 'o,f 6000 pesos ;45 much more had been requested. In
addition he might r'E'CJui~;ition the carts and wagons ne'eded.46
An eagerly sought pri:vilege granted Onate was the right
of "encomienda" for three !!-,enerations. Landi was to be
given the settlfers, and they were to be ennobled and to become hidalgos with the right to enjoy "all the honors and
privileges
that all noblemen lmd knights of the kingdom
of C.al';til~L __ enj1oy. "47
42. Onate's contract. ibid. 229.
43. Onate's contract, ibid. 235-237.
44., Oi'iate's contract, ihicl .. 231.
45. Onate's contract, ibid., 237. Ma.ny accounts stale that Oiiate received 10,000 pesos, of which 4,000 were a gift. See Torquemada, "~{oll"r"'li"
I ndiana.... I, 6.70;
Rivera
Cambas, "I..IOS g'obernantf"s (le ~ft"x:tco'" I, 70
Vetancurt, "C.-ouieu," 95; Calle, ul\l(~mnl'ia-l ,y 'Sotidus S1\('_ra!'j:~ 102; Cava,
ULOH tres 'si~loH de J\lex kn. ' • I, 226.
46. Onate's contract, in Hach:ett, II ist.. OO(·s., 231~233.
47. Quate's contract, ibid., 237-239.
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FurthermO/l'le Onate was to receive a salary of 6000 ducats,4S
to name the officials of the expedition,49 -appoint and remorv~
alguaciles, set up a royal treasury and Dlal1lle its officiallil.
exploit mines though paying only a tenth instead of the usual
fifth,50 e1'ect£o1'ts, suppress rebellion, make laws and dividt:
the land into governmental ~st,ricts.51 These powers were
not absolute, but usually limited to approval by the cl"o;wn.
Two IUirtic1es of Onate '8 contract were of special significance. In the first place he was made d'm-ectly subjeet to the
Council of the Indies. Under thislurrangement neither the
viceroys of New Spain nor neighboring audieneias could interfere in the administration 'Of his government. This provision was considerec1of prime importance_ by Onate.
It
meant that he would, to all intents land purposes, be entire,}y
independent. He would not be subject to any petty int~r
ference from ()fficials in Mexico. Only to the Council of the
Indies in Spain would he be -required to render account of his
RlCtions. From New Mexico Seville woud indeed be far, far
away.52
In the sMond place Ofialte might recruit men in any part of
the kingdom of Spain. This wasl in a manner cOl'oUary to the
above privilege. When in need of reinforcements, which must
inevitably be secured in New Spain or Nue'Va Galicia, it would
not be neceossary to ask permission firom the viceroy or audiencia. Such subservience invOilved the possibility of refusal,
and, at a critical time, might mean the difference betwe·en
success and failure to the conquerors of New Mexico. Thl."
fact that Velasco a-pproved OfiJa-ie's J'leques,t for these favors
19 not startling, for it was done by authority of the royal ordinances of 1573 regulating new conquests. 53
48. Ibid.• 241.
49. Ibid., 239.
50. Ibid" 243.
61. Ibid., 246.
52. Onate's contract. Ibid .. 247; ct. Cunningham, "Th..: Audlt·nd.. In th..
Spanish Colonies." 21-24; 29.
53. Onate's contract ,In Hackett, "Blst. Docs.... 247. In 1673 was issued
a set of ordinances governing new discoveries. conquest, and pacifications.
They were Intended to govern and control all exploration and settlement
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Some additional points in Onate's agreement with the viceroy deservleJ mentiun. Practical freedom, was given him in
levying tribute; neighboring officials were to gi've all possible
assistance in the enterprise; Ona.te might annllally bring two
ships duty free to his provinc1e\; provisions for the co,l;ony were
exempt for ten years and supplies for Onate's hOllsehold for
twenty years, while excme taxes were not to be! paid for
twenty years. In ea,ch case an extension of these privileges
was S'ought.T'''
Some of the outstanding Tequests refusled by the viceroy
included thel giving of encomiend'as to Onate's brothers. in
Mexic055 and the right of the adelantado to m:pp'oint a substitute that he might leave the province. 56
On his pa,rt Don Juan obligated himself to execute the conquest "'in all pence, friendship a.nd Christianity. I, At the
same time he 'asked that instructions be given him for his guidance in settling the pr,oblems that would arise in New MexiM.
This was promised, IMld they were issUled a short time later. 57
In order to insure success Onate requested that his patent
of discovery and expl~tion should take precedenc-e over that
of any other person who might conceivalbly come from Spain
'.vith nnother capitulation signed by the king. To this Velascv
replied that he WM' makin~ the contract "by commission and
ordelr of his madesty", and that it should take effect from the
day on whieh it was signed and sealed.58 In case another
should come from Spain with prior rights he was reserved the
undertaken in the colonies, and were addressed to the viceroys, presidents,
audlencias, governors, and all other persons whom they might In any manner concern.
See "Ordenanzas de su magestad hechas para los nuevos
descubrlmlentos. conqulstas y paclflcaclones. - Julio de 1573," in "Co) Doc,
Jned:," XVI. 142-187.
54. Onate's contract, in Hackett, "HI8t. DOcll.... 247-249,
55. Ibid., 245.
56. Ibid .• 249.
57. Ibid., 233. They were Issued on October 21, 1595.
58. Ibid., 251. There Is no documentary evidence that this was not on
September 21, 1595. Torquemada and Calle state the capitulations were
finished . on September 30.
Torquemada, "Monarchla Indl..n ..... t. 670;
Calle, "Xoticla8," 102.
I believe It perfectly certain
trom the contract
that the tormer date is the correct one.
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privilege to collect from the intruder any expenses that might
already have been incurred for the expedition. 59 Finally the
viceroy pledged in the name of the king to carry out the agree...
ment in full and to petition for the many additional favors
and privileges sought by the Zacatecas applicant.
In this manner the Spanish conquero'rs enU1Il1er.ated their
own obligationsl and the concessions which the' king must
grant them befo:re they would risk their lives and fOlrtunes in
seekingweaIth and glo·ry in new conquests. Onate's contract
WIaS in no wise extraordinary.
It was typical of the capitulations madlc by all the conquerors from the ea.rliest time. It
illustrates the devi'ous paths a, man must follow if he desired
to win glory in subjugating new Iand_~. and rescuing tlle souls
of the aborigines.
A Change of Viceroys. It was unfortunate for the hero of
our stolr'3' that a chang-cof viecroys should: he· made at the very
time when the contract was under consideration. Such ho'wrver was the case. On September 18, 1595,the fleet from Spain
:!1"rived at San ,Tnan dr Ullotl, bringing- Don Gaspar de Zuniga
y Acevedo, the Count of MOl!trre~', who was to serve as vice('oj' of New Spain. At the same tim!' the incnmhent, Don Imis
de Velasco, was prom-otleld to the viceroya.lty cif Peru. 60 The
Count thus arrived to take r!la.rge of his new TJlr'Ovince three
days before Vclascoaeeepted Onate as the conqneror of New
M'l'lxico and coneluded a contract with him fOlf that purpose.
The Oculma Conference. The arrival of la. new viceroy eallI,d fOf (~eremonies and formalities. 'rhese took place at the
village of Oculma, six leagul'1S from the (~ity of Mexico, whithc;'
V eln~('o proceeded t.o weleomr lIH~ new officia1. 61 Amid the
59. Ibid., 201-253. Profc:<sor Hackett's stat.ement that if "a._ person should
come from Spnln with a similar eontract signed by the king, this was
not to annul his contract, but on the other 'hand he was to be permitted
to execute it notwithstanding," is not in accord with the documents which
he edits. Ibid .• 196. The viceroy approved the contract, and sent it to the
king for final eonfirmation, reserving to Oilate the right to collect from
his rival should one be sent by the king in the meantime.
60. Velasco's con1mission was signed .Tune 5, 1595. Bancroft, ":\ll~xif'():'
II, 766.
61. Torquema<1a,

"!\lollal'(~hiu

Illc)ialla,"

I. 670.
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festivities of the occasion the two viceroys confetITle'd on the
PT'oblems that the Count would at ()nce be called upon to
face. 62 These dealt with Vizcaino's expedition to thel Californias; the sending of the annThRl1 supply ships to the Philippines ,providing the retiring vicero~ with some means of go~
ing to his new charge in Peru; and the Onate expedition for
the explora,tion and pacification of New Mexico. With so
mainy big 'undertakings tod:eal with at once the Count's
equanimity was somewhat ruffled.63 But he went to work
with a will and secured from his predecessor an idlea of the
things that must be done.64
Up till the present time littleolr nothing has been known
of the Ocuhna conference which took place sometime between
October 14 and November 5, the date on which Monterey entered the city of Mexico. 65 In a letter to' the king written in Mexico on October 14 Vela,sco mentionedi the arriml of Monterely
at San Juan de lTUola on September 18, but said nothing of
having seen him. On the contrary he wrote "In the few days
that remain from now until the Count will enter this city, I
will hasten to do, as I ought what your majesty ord/ers me by
it; lailld wha,t I am not able to do I will communicate to the
Count so that he may carry it out.... ' '66
From the aboV'e it is clear that the two ()ffieials did not
meet before October 14. That they met directly thereafter
seems equally certain. Wrting in 1619, Martin Lopez de
Gauna, then" es·cribano mayor," stated that on October 21,
1595, Vicero~ Monterey chose Don Juan de Onate as gover62. "R"la"!oJl (11'''' hlzo V"hlMCO," 1595. Ct. Martin Lopez de Gauna to
CrlMtobal d .. Ofil,t.. and I,UYM Nunez Perf\z, A. G. I .. 58-3-15.
63. Monterey to the king, February 28, 1596, in Hackett, "HIMt. Doc.M.",
259.
64. "K"la"!on qu" hlzo "dUM"", 1595. The document is not signed nor is
the specific date given. However it was written betore Christmas, 1595. All
the letters that went by that dispatch boat were dated between December 16
and 23. The next batch ot letters were sent by the second dispatch boat
and were written on February 28, 1596.
65. Torquemada, u~I~)nllrchlll, In(linna." I, 671.
66. Velasco to the king, October 14, 1595, In Hackett, '·HIMt. DO('M.," 255.
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nor of New Mexico.67 Furthermore it was on October 21 that:
Venasco issued the instructions to Onate which he was to obc.
serve in New Mexico and on the way thithC'r.68 The fact that
these. il1:,tructions were relea."led on the same dat.e confirms:;
Gauna 7S testimony. Velasco's action in issuing them was;
clearly the result of Monterey's provisional approva,l as;
given at Oculma on October 21.
The ContIia;ct Approved: ConditionaHy. In regard to what
actually ocr-urred at Oculma we have brief accorunts by both
of the principal actOI"S.69 The retiring vi,ceroy, it is clear,
laid the entire subject of thc Onate expedition before the'
Count.70 This "Was in accord with Onate's wish, for he did not
want to go ahead with his preparations lIDtil assol1rcd that
the new viceroy wouldapprorve the contract which VelascO'
had made. 71 At the time of their meeting a1f13.1rs had pro .
g,ressed to such an extent that it requitOed: but a nod of assent
from Monterey to ma:ke the contract a legal document. The'
Count would then have been unable to make any changes
should he later have deemed it expedient, without proceeding
against Onate iin the courts. MontelI'ey hesitated but finailly
refus'edl to give the requisite approval till he could eX'3iIninc
DOlfi Juan's qualifications for the task and the provisions of
the contract with care, and he contended that this could not
be done without going to Mexico city.72
Realizing th"t the fortlillf'!; of his friend were in seriouS'·
67.
68.

Martin Lopez de Gauna, 'May 20, 1619. A. G. r., 58-3-18.
,Ie Ia i""trued"n a Oilah·." October Z1, 1595, A. G. r., 58-3-15.

"e"l'l"

69-.
"Rclu(~i()n fJ1H~ hizo \rt'laR(~()," 1595; "(~Ollia de lin (~al)itulo- fIe cartn;
que ,pI \-irrf'Y Don l.ui~ tit' Vehuwo Hc:rivio a, !'itl nllt~'efijtlul:' December\ 23',.

1595, A. G. 1., 58-3-15; carta del Cnruf.· dt' ,ronh'r('y a ~. "1\[' M-exico, February 28, 159o, A. G. I., 58-3-15.
70. 'Martin Lcpez de Gauna to Cristobal de Oilate and Luis Nunez
Perez, A. G. 1" 58-3-15; "rt~laf'ion qll~ hizu " ..'tal-WH." 1595; "earta del Conde'
.... ~lo"t..... ,~· a S. ~r .... Pehruary 28, 1596.
71. Oliate to Monterey, Rio de Nasas, September 13, 1595, in Haekett.
"HiHf.. DOl'H.," 363.
72. Cnrta dd (:ondf' .Ip ,ronft-'I'py a S. :-1. ... February 28, 1596. Monterey's

Rpproval of the contract. after Velaseo had laid it before him, is confirmed

s.

by Velasco. HRPllu'.ion fll'" hi7.o \TpluHeo," 1595; "el COIHJ~j() tic IIIdia8
Madrid. June 9. 1600, A. G. I., 1-1-3-22.
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jeopardy Velasco now proposed that Don Juan should be given
patents and commissions, and he even went so far in his
anx.iety for Onate "s welfare that he' agreed to assume the 11esponsibility fo:r his choice as leador of the enterprise. 73 Villagra
sa.ys that V\:llasco gave Monterey such abundant and convin'Cing proof of the rejputation and standing '0'£ Don Juan and
his family that no one in New Spain could rival him' ·as the
;right choice for the leadership of the expedition. 74 Under
such 'Circumstances MontfJ'rey felt oblige:d to permit the issuance of Onate's warrants on October 21, 1595. Nevertheless
this sanction was merely provisional. In reg/a,rd to. the actual
provisions of the contract, no final decision was reached. It
was agreed, because Velasco insisted U'p'on it, if we 'are to believe Monterey, that he was to study the contract somE1what
at his leisure. Should he deem it desirable that any lailterations
he made he was to be at libe'rly to dOl so. This is the Count,ls
version of the affair at any rate.75
According to Villagra Onate's ,d~plomatic procedure at this
particula~ time in securing the provisional per.mission to continue the expedition was of significance. He dispatched a
courteous letter to the new viceroy congratulating him on his
arrival in NewSpI3.iin, and the Count made a graciousl reply
in which he expressed regret that Velasco had not concluded
negot:atrcills with Oilatc, as he was an official of grelat prudence and distinction. 76
.Judging from thc above it is at least clear that the two
viceroys were not in complete accord. Velasco, the retiring of-_
ficial, who did nnt sail for Peru till Febru:oa,ry, 1596,77 con~is

73.
74.
75.

"Carta (1,~1 (~onrl(' d~' )Iont('n'~~ a S. ":\t.,'. February 28, 1596.
Villagra, UHistol"ia." I, 31
'-Cartn del Condp (l(~ )'lont.(~r(·Y a s. :\1., February 28, 1596.
Villagra, "H istor',.." I. ~2, ~4. These lelters are not extant.. Onate

76.
states that he welcomed the viceroy on his arrival. Onate to Monterey.
September 13, 1596, in Hack"ll, "H i.1.. no"•.," 363. Villagra goes on to say
that the Count of Monterey approved all that had been discussed between
Onate and Velasco without changing anything whatsoever, and that he did
this by ordering Onate to depart without delay and wishing both divine
and viceregal blessings on the enterprise. Villagra, "Historia," T, 32.
77. -'I)on T.uls <1" '",·h,.,·o a l>. ~I.:' February 25, 1596, A. G. T., 88-6-2.
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tinued to foltorw the' OiiJa:te expedition closely. On December
23, in ia. short letter to the king regarding' this! matter, he ga;ve
an explanation of wha.t had occurred. He said the pacification of New Me,xico was still in Onate 's hia~ds, but on certain
conditions. F1mm the letter it does not appear what these
provisos were, but it probably refers to the prolV'isional sanction given by Monterey at Ocu!lma. 78 '
That the contract was merely given provisional approval by
the Oount iSI confirmed by Onate also. He ·states that he received a letter flrom the new viceroy, dated alt Oculma, in
which Monterey "not only approved and! confirmed what
Velasco had done, buL __ ordered me to gather my iprovUiions
and ammunition in the shortest time possible for the said expedition, promising in the same letter to; examine the articles
of the agreement and send them to me. after correcting in them
anything that seemed to need it.
' '79
It is clear that the outcome of the first tilt with MonterClY
did not seem unfavoTable, and Onate expected to receive his
final papell'S BOOD. But it took the Count a long time betf()TtJ
he found the .opportunity or the .desire to review these negotiations. He complained it was because 00 the large amount of
business on hand.80 As we shall SOOIIl see Villagra gave a very
different explaoo~tion and ascribed the delay to the machinations of Onate's enemies.8! Whatever the canse may have
been Onate had to watit two months before anything was done
by Monterey in this matter.
Meanwhile Onate's brothers, Cristobal and Luis Nunez
78.

uCopla de un capitulo de carta que el vlrrey non Luis de Velasco

scrlvlo .. su magestad." December 23. 1595. A. G.!.. 58-3-15. Bancroft accepts the view that Monterey had requested Velasco to delay matters.
".\rlzona and New Mexico," 118.

79. Onate to Monterey, September 13. 1596, in Hackett. "Hist Docs.... 363.
80. "Copi.. de un capitulo ,Ie carta que el virrey Don Luis de Velasco
8crlvlo .. su magestad." December 23. 1595. Bancroft's argument is that
Monterey opposed Oiiate's capitulation because he favored Don Pedro
Ponce de Leon. "Arizona llnd Kew Mexico." 118.
There is nothing to support this view. Ponce was ba.cked by the Council of the Indies.
81. Vlllagra, .. HI8torh.... 1. 30. Cf. ch. 4 of this work.
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,Perez,82 represented him in Mexico with the p'ower of attorney
which had been given them at Zaca,tecas on October 19, 1595.83
On December 15 they appeared before Martin Lopez dEll Gauna,
the "secretaJrlio de gobernacion" in Mexic(}, and acceiPted: the
capitulations made by VelaslCo with Don Juan for the couquest
of New Mexico. They bound him to fulfili his duties in every
respect and promised that he would not deviate one io,ta from
the instruc,tions which the viceroy had promulgated for his
g-uidance on October 21.
Oi1atte's Instructions. It is of interest to note the natuTe of
the instructi'ous which the vice,roy had issued to Oiiate to guide
hi.s conduct in the conquest of New Mexico.84 They illustrate
how thoroughly conquering exped~tions were clothed in mis:,iona!r'J' disguise. According to the law it was the chief desire of the crown to Christianize and civilize the natives. As
a matter of fact conquerors undertaking to pacify new regions
were usually bent on individual profit and glory.
First of all. Ofialte was instructed to take olaJth and ,render
h'<lmage to Vicente de Zaldivar, the king's "tenientede capitan
general de Chichimecas."
He was reminded that the chief
plll-pO(,e of the expedition Wd" 10 ~e!I've God OUT Lord, t(} ex
tend the hOlly Catholic faith, and to conquer and pacify the
natives of the provinces of New Mexico. To this end the utmost efforts should be erxerted without violating his own 80'1£respect or oath of fealty. He was to fulfill, in every regard,
the royal ,ordinances of 1573 ,regul,atmg new conquests, and
the contract made with him in aCCOIrdance with those laws; to
82,

Vil1agra is therefore mistaken when he says:
',y luego embio poder a don Fernando,
A don Christoval, y a Luys Nunez Perez,
Tnmbien a don Alonso sus hermanos, . . .
Estos capitul~.. ron la jornac1a, . . .. "
Villagra, "HiAtorin,," I. 28.

8Z.

1·.'\~~{·llt.;I(~ion

d(' IaN

('allitulac~lC)n(,R:'

December 15, 1595, A. G. I., 58-3-12.

"Parecieron el thesorero Luys Nuuez Perez y Don Xpoual de Ouate . . . y
dixeron que en virtud del poder que tienen (le Don Juan de Onate que passo
ante pedro venegas scrivano 1'1 de minas y registros de la ciudad de nuestra
senora de la.s cacatecas . . ."
84.

"COllin d(~ In inAtnH'(:inn a Oiiate." October 21, 1595, A. G. I., 58-3-15.
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carry out the march with great ca:re and discipline, informing
the settlers and soldiers that in every caSe they must treat the
Indians with such kindness 'lliS to insure peace.
Disovders must not be allowed. The missionaries were to
he treated with consideration, for how otherwise would the
natives 'obey the padre,s Y Only honol1a:ble means were to be
llsed in cOiIlverting the Indians. and interpreters should be procured, if possible.
In view of the belief in a mythical Strait of Anian whicb
connected the Atlantic and the Paeific,85 Onate was instruct·
ed to inform the viceroy of New Spain of his discoveries in the
,. North Sea" witho·ut deIay. Careful reports were to be mad\~
on the coastline., Harbors were not to be used till proper regulations could be made, for the great secret must not be endangered. If an enemy learned of these things it would perha ps rob the Spaniards of the fruits of their discovery.
The Indians were to be persuade.d to serve the white man,
forced labor being prohibited. This applied to mining ,aiS well
as to other occupations. Success in handling the Indians would
eliminate the necessity of bringing in negros, which alway~
complicated the problem of ~'o\'ernJDent.
All of these things OfiJate was to observe with the diligeIH'f
and care appropriate in ol'der that the conquest might redound
to the service of God, the growth of the holy Catho·lic faith,
and of the rOylat crown. 86
Monterey's Delays. Between the time of the issuance 'Of
theSe! instructions and the coming of Monterey Don .Juan WM
busy preparing his expedition. 87 Seemingly he did not think
of o·bstructions being thrown in hiS' way. But many were in
store fOol' him, due to the arival of a new viceroy. It is true
t.hat Monte:re;y was reputed to be a very excellent man, but he
was otherwise unknown. He SOon proved to be a very cautions
85. Bancroft gives a description of the current Spanish
Northern Mystery. "Arizona 6",1 New l\lexleo." 13-15.
86.

uCopia de 1ft lnfiltruccion u Oi\lttfl."

87.

VllJagra, "Hlotoria," Y, 31.
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official deliberating policies fully.88 ThiS Ciaution on his part
with the resultant delay gave rise to mo,st of Onate's difficulties, and to th~ judlgment which contemporaries formed of
Monterey. Torquemada could only call him a well intentioned
man! He lacked the vision of a good ruler.89
Consridering these characteristics of the new viceroy it is
easier to £ollow his course of action in;regard to the projected
conquest {)f New Mexico, which had be<1n postponed until he
could familiarize himself with the whole affair.90 On Decem·
ber 20, 1595, he wrote a short lettcr to thc king, stating that
he had not yet reached any condusion regarding the appropriateness {)f Onate '8 contract.91 He therefore asked the king
to await add\itional information bcfore approving thc contract, for hc feared that cHarts were being made on Don
Juan's part to SBcure final confirmation directly from the
king. 92
Onate Appeals to the Crown. Onate had been growing impatient while this long drawn out delay was slowly wearing
its:elf away. Unable to secu.re the expected confirmation from
the vicero'Y, he had, ilS :Monterey fCGred, appealed directly to
the king.93 Oiiate recalled the d.istinf.,'1.1ished services of his.
Bancroft, U~rt~xl(~o:' II, 766 ff;
Rivera Cambas,
I,os J;'ol)t~rRI\nt('8
I, 71.
89. Torquema.da, u~t'olull'('hi:, In(linnu.'· I .. 671;
Rivera Cambas, OIl, elt,
90. "Carta del Cond., .le MontereY It S. ]\1 .. F.'brUllry 28, 1596.
91. Monterey to the king, December 20, 1595, in Hackett, "Hist. Docs....
257-259.
This Is apparently a contradiction, for Onate's ietter of December
16, 1595, mentions one specific limitation made by Monterey, namely, in
regard to ordinance 69, which provided that he should be directly subject to the Council of the Indies.
92. Monterey to t'he king, December 20, 1595, in Hackett, "Ulst. DOC8.,"
259. Villugra says that the Count was doing this secretly:
"y con esto escriuio tambien a Espana.
Con notable secreto y gran recato,
A vuestra Real Consejo que si fuessen,
De parle de don Juan a quc aprouaseu,
Aqueste asslento y causa ya tratada,
8e suspendiese todo y dilatase,
Hasta. que el de' otra cosa dlesse auiso."
See his "Hlstor!"," I. 30.
93. "C;'lrta tit" dC'HI rJua n (It" Oliute n 8. :\1.," December 16, 1595, A. G. I.,
58-3-15.
88.

d~

l[exi(~o,"
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father in the c{)nqu:est of Nue,va Ga.licia and his own dete:rminaion to spendi life and fortune in a similar cause.
His
contract had been accepted by Velasco. Excessive delays which
had intervened were damaging the expedition materially, and
he humby sought a favorahle decree from the king in a cause
which was so important to the royal se.rvice. Onate emphasized
the fact that he had not contracted fo'ranything besides what
was granted in the ordin1ances of 1573, due to the fact that
Domas and! Urdinola had failed in the same cause since their
demands had been deemed exorbitant.94 But ht' did make one
urgent request. He desired to be directly ~ub:iect to the Council of the Indies. in accordance with the law, which would
make him independent of the viceroy of New Spain and the
audiencias.95 This had been gruuted by Velasl:u but vetoed
by Monterey.96
No relief followed this petition. The Count's repo,rt of
December 20, and Onate'si appeail of December 16, were evidently received by the Council of the Indies at the same time
and the viceroy's acted upon first.97 Onate's me,ssage wa"
considered on March 11, 1595.98 The Council heaJr'tily encour94. The statement Oilate
the truth when he said that
lar to Urdifiola's. Five out
after that model. It seems
very extravagant.

here makes Is bombastic if Monterey spoke
he modified Oilate's contract to make it simiof the eight articles modified were fashioned
to be true however that Lomas' contract was

Bancr"oft, uAriznua and Nt'w :\lexico."

99~100.

95. No. 69 the "Ordenances de su Magestad hechas para los nuevos descubrimientos . . . Julio de 1573," in "Col. DO"M, "It'd .... X'·I. 161.
96. See below.
97.
This Is inferred from the dp,cree of the Council in regard to Oliate's
request, which read, "que esta bien como se a respondldo al virey." Decree In "Cartll de don Juan de Onllte a l'l. 1\1.... December 16, 1595.
The
reply here referred to Is unquestionably the decree which appears on
Velasco's letter of October 14, 1595, informing the king of the contract
made with Oilate. It was acted upon by the Council on March 4, 1596. The
decree reads: "AI Conde de Monterey se escrlvia con esta rrelaclon, encargandole que entendldo el estado en que dexa don Luys la guerra a esta
pacificacion 10 procure fauorecer para que se continue como cosa que se

ha deseado y ynporta, y abise de todo la que se hlzlere. Hay una rubrlca."
Decree In "{~artll de ,10" I~ul. de V,-!.:.. "o a S. :\L. October 14. 1595, A. G.
I., 58-3-12.
98. See "Cartn (Jp don ,Juun de Oiinte 1\ S. 1\r.:' December 16, 1595. "Vista
en XI de Marco. 1596."
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;a,ged Don Juan but aside from thal simply asked the viceroy
and audienci~,i of New Spain to mak~ further repoil"ts in this
matter. Meanwhile no changes were to be made. 99
Monterey's Decision. The Count of Monterey seoems to
have been somewhat inconsistent. At the time that he asked
the king not to approve Onate's pretensions he had alreaJdiy
com'e to. a decision in regard to at least one point. He had rejected the article permitting the governor of New Me;xico to
be immediJaotely subject to the Council of the Indies.100 All
other doubts weJre cleared up immediately after the sending of
the letter of December 20. In his next report to the crown
the Count stated that he had C'Olllie to a decision in regard to
Onate"s contract during the Christmas holidays.10l On that
occasion his capitulations were carefully compared with tholse
forme['ly made with Lomas and Urdiiiolla:. likewise for the con
quest of New Mexico. and hi!' conclusion was to, l;mit some of
the artieles grant~d by Velasco even though they might bc
sanctioned by the laws of 1573. Monterey professed to have
many reasons for acting in such a manner, the gist of which
was that if Onate merited rewai-d it could be given in the future.
Reasons for his Action. The viceroy went ·on to explain his
treatment of Onate at some length. Ogano's expeidition to the
Philippines, in which it seem he was particularly interested,
and Vizcaino's expedition to the Californias we'rc being rrecruited at the same time. He desiTed to speed! 'Up the former,
and therefore: had not allowed Onate more than one recruit·
ing :SIquaid although he thereby del\uyed the organization of his
army. His reMon fO'r this was practical enough as he feared
that so many simultaneous efforts to fill the requisite quotas
would lead to serious trouble with the Indians. In former
yea,rs there had been much difficulty in rec.ruiting the necessary men for the Philippine service. While the troops wer",
99. Ihill.
"Informen cerca desto virey y audieneia y en el entretanto
no se baga nobedad."
100.
101..

'Curt,a de don
UC~II·ta

fI(·)

~Jl1nn

(le Onat.e a S. -:\1.. December 16, 1595.

CoO)u!(' ("Je :\l'ont('rt';o..' u S. 1\1., February 28, 15D6.
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being enlisted the city of Mexicol would be in a state of turmoil, since compulsion was fregnently resorted! to in order to
get the desired number. Ac~ordingly Monterey wanted to
send off the more diffiout SEttI expedition, fearing th·a.t elverybody would flock to Onate's standard as he would g·OI by land.
The results were as expected. Ogano had no difficulty filling
his quota, and thus at the' time Monterey was writing, Febr·
uary 28, 1596, he had already permitted Onate the privilege of
sending out aditiona'1 recruiting squads both in Mexico and in
Nueva: Galiicia.102 Monterey'Si caution in regard to arousing
the Indians was in acc,o\l"d with his geperal policy as vice.roy.
He was deteT'ffiined to settle the Indian problem of New Spain
which hi!) predecessor had not accomplished. For that reason
he did not wish to incur the hatred of the natives bo?fore attempting to oarrry out the plans of his administration.1 03
In mlldition the new viceroy was ,o:pposed to some parts of
Onate's contract, and he requested that these be not grante,d.
He had confe~red with' his advisers in New Spain who were
bettm infOirnled in such matters, Mld they supported him.
Onate '8 11ldeper.dencc .)f the viceroy of New Spain was not allowed.104 Monterey felt that then' was too great dangerr in
giv~ng him such freedom.
The king's subject in New Spain
should h1arve recourse to the crown thelre, and not only in dis·
tant Spain. He considered it even less tolerable that there
should be no appeal to the audieneias, as was provided in
Onate's contract. The audiencia se.rved as a check on the viceroy; was it fitting that a mere governor should be completely unr{jstricted? Moreover doubts were cast on Onatf.fs fitness for the positiotIl of governor of New Mexil'o. He lacked
property and funds, and was burdened with debts, so it was
said.l05 These aspersions came at a critical moment. PreviousJy, on December 20, 1595, Monterey advised delay. Now,
102.
103.
104.
105.

Ibid.
Bancroft, 'l\fexk.o." II, 767; Rivera Cambas, op. "It.• I, 71-72.
See below.
"Curta tlel Cond(' dt' ,router.-)' a S. 1\1.," FebruaI:'y 28, 1596.
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two months later, he not only recommended reservations but
netually cast seriollS refl€ctionson Onate's ability to carry
Qut the conquest. These statements were duly considered by
the Council of the Indies. They dame at the time when D()It
Pedro Ponce d.e Lenn was seeking the Council's permission to
replace Onate as governor of New Mexico.
The Modifications.. The limitations made by Monterey ill
Onate's contra~t were finally made known at Christmas time,
1595. Notict'J of what the viceroy had decided upon was sent
to Luis Nunez Perez and Cristobal, Oiia:te's brothers who re·
presented him in Mexico. The modifications follow.1 06
First, the right to enlist soldiers and co~onists wa,Sl limited to
th(l cxpe,dition then being prepared by Onate. If reinrorcements were needed a special order must be sought from the
vicevo~. The appointment of the commissioD(}d officers was
limited in the same way.
Second, Onate's right to appoint royal officials with suit·
able salaries was limited so that their pay should not exceed
that of the officials in Mexico.
Thirn, instead of being independent of the viceroy and audi
encia in Mexico, Onate was made responsible to the viceroy in
all matters of war and finance, and to the audiencia 'oJ Mexico
in judicia:l and administrative affairs.
Fourth, Dilate had been permitted to slend some ships to the
"North Sea" which he was about to discover. This privilege
was withdrawn.
Fifth, the Indians we,re to be persuaded. if possible, to pay
tribute v()luntarily. The gov.?rnor might determine the amountl,
but he was required to seek the advice of the royal official::>
and of the. prelates of the religious orders.
Sixth, all encomiendas of Indians granted by Onate must be
reported to the king and confirmation secured within three
yCfRlrS!.
106. Martin Lopez de Gauna to Cristobal de O.iate and Luis
Perez (December, 1595?) A. G. I., 58-3-15.
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Seventh, the honor of be.coming hidalgo with the same privilegesas nobility of that rank enji()'Yed in Spain, was limited
to those who persevered in the .conquest for five years.
Eighth, Onat~ was ordered to pay for the thirty quintals of
powder and! one hundred quintals of lead which the king was
to provide.
Acceptance of the Modifications. Cristobal de Onate had
been inforrmed of these limitatioI1:S of his brother's capitU!latiOIlJS by Martin Lopez de Gauna, the "secretario de gobernacion," without delay, it seems. 10 7 But in view of the fact
that Don Juan's privileges had been so severely curtailed
Griistobal protested. In assuming this conquest it was his
brother's principal motive, as well as his own, to continue to
serve the king as their family had hitherto done.108 It was in
th,alt manner they hoped to win reward, rather than by seeking the fulfillment of those provisions in the contract which
Monterey had limited. For that re!ason he consented to the
modifilcation of Onate's contract, as the Count had stipulated,
in order that the e~pedition might go on. Obviously that was
the 'o~ly course open to him. Cristo'bal made one ,reservation,
however. He retained the ~}Tivilege of appealing to the king
far the restoration of the limitations which he had just laSiSlented to, and also made a special request of the viceroy. He asked that Don Juan be freed from the obligation of paying fm'
the powder, lead and artillery as Monterey had' require'd.
Cristobal stated that it had been granted in order that Leyba
,aind! Humana and their companions. who were thought to be in
New Mexico, might be apprehended. The Gount however was
107. Martin Lopez de Gauna to Cristobal de Onate and Luis Nunez
Perez (December, 1595?) A. G. I., 58-3-15.
108. Letter of Cristobal de Onate, (January, 1596) A. G. I., 58-3-15. Cristobal's reply was written in the margin of Gauna's letter containing the
limitations made by Monterey. No date is given for either one, but it i"
evident that this correspondence took place between the Christmas Holidays of 1595 and January 13, 1596. The Count said he made the modifications at the former time. On the latter date the viceroy Issued a decree
acknowledging' receipt of Don Cristobal's letter wherein he agreed to the
limitation of the contract in the name of his brother. This deere" finally
permitted Onate to go ahea.d with the expedition.
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:adamant. No cOlncession wouJld be made. But he did :agree to
investigate the particular reasons a,dvanced and promised that
if these proved sufficient to warrant thfl e'xpense to give at·
tention to the request. 109
The Expediti10n Authorized. On the acceptance of Cristobal
.(Ie Onate's h'ltter the Count immediately dispatched a decree,
giving Don Juan permission to use the contract which Velasco
ha:d mmie with him, provided the above limitations were add·
ed.110 He was thus finally gifven an unrestricted right to pro'Ceerd with the conquest and to enjoy all the privileges previous.
ly granted, with the clxception of the restrictions just noted
For Onate the c10lUds of trouble at last seemed to have rolled
away, but in the meantime a plot was hatching On the other
side of the Atlantic. So we shall now leave Onate to enjoy his
tempomry good fortune while we observe the development of
events in Spain. For a time these affairs, centering ahout Don
Bedl'lOl Ponce/ de Leon, threatened to upset Don Juan's hopes
and to give an entirely different turn to the stO!I'Y of the con·
quest of New Mexico.
109. Martin Lopez de
Perez.

Gauna to Cristobal

de Onate and

Luis Nunez

110. J-anuary 13, 159~. U Aceptn,cion del consent·imJento u 1M. mo(It'I'IH,;;on
oJp la .• ·capltnlnrloncH. . . . . ". A. G. I., 58-3-15.

(To be continued.)
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RA,LPH EMERSON TWITCHELL
AF'TER long illne'8s and intense suffering, death carne to
Colonel Ralph Emerson Twitchell, the'sleventh president of
the Historical Society of New Mexico, at sunrise, August 26,
1925, at the Cara Barton Hospital, LOiSl Angeles. Burial to,ok
place in Fairview Cemetery, Santa Fe, on the Sunday following, after services in the Church of the Holy Faith (Episcopal)
conducted by the pastor, Rev. ~Nalter Troiwbridge. The M!asonic ritual at the grave concluded the obsequies.
Ralph Emerson TwitcheH was born at Ann Arbor, Michigan,
November 29, 1859. His parents were Daniel Sawin and
Delia Scott Twitchell, hoth of dis1tinguished New England :J.llcestry whose lines have been tracod back to feudal days in
England, Early in life, he gave evidence of a flare for research and scholarship. At the age of 23, he graduated frlom
the University of Michigan with the degree LL.. B., although
the University of Kansas had been his earlier alum mater.

As a Lawyer
Having chosen the law for his profession young Twitchell
entered the law offices of Judge Henry L. ,Valdo, solicitor for
the A. T. and S. F. Railway Compimy, which had just extended its line to Santa Fe, the City that had given the system its
name. The friendship of the two men continued for three decades, clased only by Judge Waldo's death. The larUer had
trained his younger associate to be his successor but somehow
this wi'sh of the able jurist failed to reach fulfillment, although
Colone,i Twitchell to the end mainfained his connection with
the legal department of the railway system. Even after he
had been pensioned, he WHS called in 'on intric.ate e'ases and
prove:d his value to the railroad comapny in important damage suits. As a tribute to his Btanding in the legal profession,
he was elected to the presidency of the New Mexico Bar Association. During the sto'rmy administration of Governor
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IJioneJ SIJeldon, he was judge advoc:ate of the Militia. From
1889 to 1892 he was district attorney for the First .Judicial
district. Of late years he w:as a special assistant to the attorney general of the. United States being aH'ligned the duty
of examining into Pueblo land titles.
He prepared! an exhaustivej monograph on the ltislrJry and status of the Pueblo
land grants which has not yet been published by the federal
government.

In Political Life
:B'rom the law to politics was a natura,l sequence. Colonel
Twitchell, a Republican, thre,w himself with characteristic energy into the political turmoil of the then Territory. He was
delegate to politic-al conventions in city, county land state~ He
was in demand fo,r campaign speaking and held various party
positions culminating with the chairmanship of the Republican Territorial Central Committee in 1902 and 1903. He was
appointed to territorial land state boards by successive governors, those he prized most highly being membe,rship in the
governing boa,rd of the Museum of New Mexico and the
chairmanship of the Panama California Exposition Board.

Organizer and Publicist
Colonel Twitchell loved the spectacular and the light of pubilicity. He was a born advertiser and showman, and One of
his early triumphs: in these tields was at the session of the Naatioual Irrigation Congress held in Albuquerque in 1908. In
making the arrangements fo,r this convention, he compiled his
first big volume on the reSOll'r lces of New Mexico. As first vicepresident of the Congress, he contributed to the formulating of
the reclamation policy ade/pte,d by the Nation. As president
of the Santa Fe chamber of commercc, he was :a: factor in making the Santa :B'e Fiesta a nati'anally known event. It was in
the New Mexico Exhibit at the San Diego, Exposition, however, that his genins POI" ereating spectacular effects and for
obtaiining ;publicity, reaehed its apogee. At his suggestion,
New Mcxieo reproduced for its llllildillg the Franciscan Mis-
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of Acoma. He was among the first to use motion piC''tares to advertise a state's attraetions and 'resources. Later
the Exposition building was perpetuated in more substantial
and elaborate form in Ole Art Museum at Santa, Fe, in the'
construction of which ne was deeply inteT'este.d. Several volumes of clippings from newspapers and magazines, tell the
story I(}f achievements by New Mexico at San Diego, the effects of which are still beneficially felt ten and more years.
Iater throughout tne entire Southwest.
It Wlas for this exposition that Colonel Twitchell compiled' his second voluminous New Mexico publicity volume.. The fine publicity given
Santa Fe for years by the A. T. and S. F. Railway Company in
the way of beautifully illustrated pamphlets and folders, had
its origin land impetus thTough Colonel Twitchell. One of his
last pamphlets was for publicity purposes of the Chamber of
Commerce.
Orator and Lecturer

As an orator and lecturer, Oolonel TwitcheII was much
sought. His lectures, "The Man and His Book" and "When
W,omen Built the Temples" were repeatedly given to large
audiences. A handsome presence, a sonorous voice and a gift
for emphasizing the human inte1rest in history, assured him
rapt attention and applaus~ whenever he Slpoke in public. He
mustrated his lectures often with photographs he himself had
taken ,or with pictorial material furnished by the Museum of
New Mexic,o and from his books.
As Historian and Writer

It is as a histnrian, a writer and la: builder, that Colonel
Twitchell made his most lasting contribution and by which he
will be longest remembered!. Quoting from a tribute paid him
by Lansing Bloom. Secretary of the Historical Society :of New
Mexico, at a memorial meeting held in thC) Palace of the
Governors:
"It is a significant tact to know that Colonel Twitchell ';'I
first interest in the history of the Southwest gre;w out of as-

RALPH EMERSON TWITCHELL

8 .'I

sociation with Adolf Bandelier.... In the midst oJ' Bandelier's
research in the Southwest, Colonel Twitchell arrived in i'Je,v
Me;xico and it was the work on the archives especially, which
caught his interest :and very possibly it is owing to this
fact that we now have these archives at all.
In his
'Leading Facts' Twitchell states simply:
'On the 12th
of May, 1892, the Capitol Building was destroyed by fire
and many public documents were lost. The collection of ancient
papers known as the 'Santa Fe Archives' was saved.' Th~
fact (as related by Colonel Twitchell in personal convel1~a
tiJon) is that he land one or two others kne;w exactly where
these papers were, went directly there at the time of the fire
and carried them to safety... From 1917 down to date, eleven
bulletins of the Society have been published and of thesc
eight came from his pen. And other papers, including the
catalogs of our collections, which were largely the result of
his labor up to the time ~f his passing, are either ready for
the press or ne'a,rly so. . .. In 1909 was publiiShed his first
book, 'The Military Occupation of New Mexico,' and in 1911
appeared the first vOllume of 'Leiading Facts of New Mexico
History.' This was followed in 1912 by Volume II, ani! was
later supplemented by three more volumes. 'In 19i4 his two
volume work on 'The Spanish Archives of New Melxico' was
published, and during the years 1913 to 1916, he successfully
carried the historical quarterly' Old Santa Fe' through three
volumes. Andi ~ihorlly bef.ore his death his last book 'The
Story of Old Santa Fe' came from the press.
"Tho'se who are at all familiar with the sources of South'\vestern history can appreciate in some measure th~ great
store of information which is represented by these briefly recited facts. To use the phraseo! Lummis, Ralph Emerson
Twi.tchell knew the 'Sltory of man' here i.n the Southwest as
few others have done or may hope to do."
It was Twitchell who was most enthusilastic in the maintenance of Santa Fe as "The City Different." The socalled Santa
Fe Mission Style of Architecture, found in him its most eloquent advocate although he took sides against those who
would pedantically condemn any variation from ancient examples of the Pueblo style of building. He contended that
architecture, like. art, is the Unfo1lding of the flower of human
genius; that unless architecture is progressively alive and
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admits of variations, expansion and adaptation to new material, different environment, it is dead and bias but academic
interest for the student. '1'0 lJrove his theory he remodeled an
old non descript building into a belautiful residence that combined a Spanish round tower with Pueblo lines, and modern
comforts with Indian decOl'ations. It is there he loved to entertain and it is today one of Santa Fe's show places.

Historical Society
Although a me[mber of the New Mexico Arch a(:; ()IQlgical
Society and a valued regent of the Museum !of New Mexico as
well as member of the managing committee of the School of
American Research, it was his interest in the Historical Society of New Mexic!Q that was paramount. Once more quoting
Mr. Bloom, Se.cretaryof the Society:
"It seems strange to have 10 admit that our own reicords as
a Historical Sociiety are very incomplete, but such is the case.
Perhaps, it is safe to tlssume that Colonel Twitchell was electad. to membership in the early '90s-the earlier reco'rd-bo'oiks
are mi,slSing, but his dues were' paid in June, 1911. One earlier
reference to him is found in the minutebook, when on January
29, 1909, he was electe,d third vice-president. Here again previous records are very meager, but his election to this office
indicates that he had' been taking an active part in the work
of the Soc.iety, probably forI" some years befo're. On Ma,y 29,
1912, he was elected to life membership, in recognition of
valuable gifts, and in subsequent years there were frequelllt
a1cknowledgments of similar gifts from him. By re-election he
was continued in the office of vicw president down to November 14, 1924, when he was elected president of the S,oiCiety. On
March 17, 1919, the office {)If director Wias created and Colone~
Twitchell was elected to this additional position, the resolution reciting that he 'shall be charged with the duty of auxiliary organization work, the securing and pre:paration of historrical monographs, the collection of manusc'1"ipts, their publiea,tion and the securing of funds for such purpo:s\es and with
such additional dnti~ as the Society from time to time, may
determine. ' Sufficiently comprehensive surely, and yet the
resolution only recites lines which he was already actively
pursuing. ' ,
It was a dream of Colonel Twitchell to correlate the work
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of the Sociiety with that of the Museum of New Mexico and thc
School of Americian Research. It was for thatrelason that he
had the collections of'the'Society a1rranged and catalogued and
that he establlished an office in the Palace of the Governors
in the same l'Qlom with the Acting Director o,f the Museum.
Bioliophile and Friend of Art
Colonel Twitchell was a collector of objects of Iridilan handicrafts ranging from basketry and pottery to Indian fetishes.
He picked Ulp' a mass of historical material and loved to visit
old bookshops and scan book catalogs for works on the Southwest :Jndi on Art. Hc p'resented to the Museum a collection of
bookf' on Art and loaned to it his, historical library, maintaining la,nother library at his home. He had an instinct for
art and it was due to this that he had Kenneth M. Chapman
draw many of the/ illustrations for his "Leading F,acts" and
that the pictorial sidle of his publications always received the
minutest clare. It was on his order, that the conection of enlargements of portraits of men prominent in New Meixico histOlry was made and, after exhibit 'at San Diego, given a permanent place in the Palace of the Governol"~. He also commissioned Gerald Cassidy, the Santa Fe artist, to pa.int the
portraits of Villagra, De Varg.as, Kit Oars1o'll, etc.., for the
Historical Society. Strong- as was his admiration for the art
of men like Cassidy, his disapproval of the modernist sKlhool
was wellknown. He would have banned their exhibitions from
the Museum at Santa Fe. When men like George Bellows,
Leon Kro:ll, B. ,T. O. Norfeldt and others hung their paintings
he litenaUy raged and for a tim~ threatened) to resign from' the
Museum Board. Later he modified his views very much and
found especial delight in Robert Henri's "Dieguito" and
other examples of the modern schools that did not g><} to extl'emes. He bought pa~ntings in a modest way and took great
pride in showing them to visitorsl at his home..

Twitchell, the Man
A man e,ndowed with such abundant vitality' was sure to
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arouse criticism. He made enemies bnt he made many more
friends for himself and for the State and City he so loved. In
friendship he was gelner,ons to a fault. He was extremely
proud of the esteem of men like Colonel Theodore Roosevelt,
Hon. Fronk Springer, Dr. Edgar L. Hewett, (whom he always
fondly callen" Old Hewett" although the latter was the youner man), F. W. Hodge and many others.
The writer owes
him much in the way of kindly encouragement and unselfish
loyalty in many undertakings for the advancement of the Museum 'and the City of the Holy Faith.
Colonel Twitchell was twice married. At St. Joseph, Mo.,
Decembel' 9, 1885, he to()lk as bride, Maragaret Olivia Collins,
who fourteen years later was taken from his side, by the Grim
Reaper. A son Waldo, also named after the Sage of Concord,
is at present resident in Los Angeles. During the Great Wla:r,
\Valdo \\1a's an officer in the Aviation Service. He is also a
University of Michigan man, an engineer, who has taken an
important place in the 'motion picture industry and is the author of scenarios und the librettos for several musical plays.
1\. few years ago, Colonel Twitdell n111Tried Estelle Burton.
who, survives him. She collaboI1ated in the writing of sever,a,)
of his later historical essay,s and is the author of several papers
and! biographical sketches that appeared in "Old Santa Fe."
Quoting in conclusion from a sketch by the writCJl", made ten
years la,go: "Perha1ps, the mere enumeration o,f activities and
achievements of a useful citizen who has help~d to form public
opinion for thirty years in the Southwest, who has made notable contributions to hi,story and literature, who has been brilliantly successful in his profession, who has be~n a leader in
civic and political movements, does not visualize 81dequ:ately
the IllIan as he acts and lives. In the Palace of the Governors,
hangs a large portrait of the man, enlarged fl'om a snwpshot
surreptitioustly taken in Westlake Park, Los Angeles. There
he appears in all his splendid physical vitality, with the lines
in the face that proclaim the man who is living 'a, rounded-out
existence, with cleft and firm chin, with thoughtful and dletermined, yet shrewd, eyes, a man apparently possessed of the
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saving grace of humor, a man with imagination, and yet a man
who as a lawyer, has lear~d to weigh evidence, to analyze,
to draw conclusi'ons jUlSltified only by the facts. Beneath might
be written: "He has found happiness where haplpinej;;s alone
can be found, in the appreciation of art, the acquisition of
cultUl;e and the constant wor~ for the common good.
The elements
So mix'd in him that Nature might standi up'
And say to all the world: 'This was a man!'"
EI Palacio, September 1, 1925.
Santa Fe Daily New Mexican,( August 28, 31, September 16,
1925.
Bibliography
1909.-The Military Occupation of New Mexico, 394 pp. Illustrated.
1911.-Leading Facts of New Mexico History. 5 vom. Illustrated.
1914.-The Spanish Archives of New Mexico, 2 vols.
1925.-The Story of Old Santa Fe 488 pp. Illustratedl.
Genealogy of the Twitchell Family --- in manuscript
Pamphlets and Bulletins.
The Bench and Ba,r in N. Mex., 1846-50 (Santa Fe 1891)
Historical Sketch of GOY. William Carr Lane
De Anza, Diary of Expedition to the Moquis and Biographical
Sketch
Spanish Oolonization in N. Mex.,Oiiate and De Vargas Periods
Story of the Conquest of Santa Fe and Building of Old FOTt
Marcy
Dr.•TosiJah Gregg, Historian of the Santa Fe Trail
Capt. Don Gaspar Perez de Villagra
Palace of the Governors, The City of Santa Fe Its Museums
and Monuments
Biennial Report, Historical Society of N. Mex., 1924
The Puebl,o, Revolt of 1696
Report on the Pueblo Land Grants (unpublished)

-6

86

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

MELVIN WHITSON MILLS
A life member ,of the Historical Society of New Mexico,
Melvin Whitson Mills, wl1O' died at Springer, Colfax County,
on August 19, 1925, had prerpared a paper which he was to
hav~ read at the meeting of the Society only one evening before the above date. He hadl been one of the makers of history
in the Southwest, having come to the Territory in 1869.
GO/lonel Mills as he was known to his friends, was' born on
Octob~r 11, 1845, at Sparta, Ontario, Canada, of Quaker pM"cntage. His father 'and mother were Daniel W. :alnd Hannah
Mills. For three years, Colonel Mills attended high school at
Adria,n, Michigan, and f'o'r four yearS! he was a student at the
Univemity of Michigan, receiving the degree of LL. B. Ulpon
gTaduation. In that year, stories of g,oJd strikes at Elizabethtown reillched: Ann Arbor and young Mills made his, way to
that mining camp the same year. Here he hung out his shingle and also engaged in mining and ranching. The clamp at
that time had not far from six thousand inhabitants but it
soon declined and the county seat was removed to, Cimarron,
Mills moving with it.
Of those stirring dlays before the coming of the A. T. and
S. F. Railway in which Mills pleyed ian important part, thrilling incidents are t()ld in Twitchell's "Leading Facts of New
Mexican History" Vol. III, pp. 78 to 83. Colonel Mills was
repeatedly sent to the territorial legi~rrature and was instrumental in having the county seat moved to Springer which
town he had platted in 1877 with William Thornton, with
whose fortunes he was identified until his death. Elarrly days
in Sp'ringer were not le,,8 exciting than they had been in
Elizabethtown and Cimarron. For fifteen years prosecuting
attorney for the counties of Rio Arriba, Two's, Colfax and
1\Iorn. Mills figured in many famous triaJ'SI. Several times he
narrowly escaped mob violence
Colonel Mills ,,~a'8 an expert fruit grower and for yeaTS his
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orchard was"pointed out as one of New Mexico's show places.
At Springer, he built a. great three story mansion of more
than 20 rooms, wonderfully decolrated for its day, the interior
woodwork being walnut artistically carved. It was his dying
wish that he be carried into his 10M Tlo,om in this great house,
which he had lost through financilal reverses. His wish was
acceded to, so that his last momehts were spent in the house
he had loved so well,
In his early dlays he was associated with Lucien B. Maxwell, founder of The First National Baillk of Santa Fe, and at
the tim.e of hi,S! death, he was in the employ of the Bank looking after its property interests at Springer. Co~onel Mills
was married on .Janual'y 6, 1877, to Ella E. House, who survives him, together with the fonowing foster children: Mrs.
Hugo Seaberg of Raton: Whitson E. Mills of Denver; Mrs. J.
G. Barton of Cleveland, Ohio; and Elsie W. Mills of Springer.
A foster daug'hter, Mrs. George Vl. White died f,O'Urteen years
ago in California.
P. A. F. W.
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MRS. L. BRADFORD PInNCE
Surviving her noted husband only a few years, Mrs. Mary
C. Prince, widow of Former Go,vernor and Chief Justice L.
Bradford Prince, g'lently fell sleep in death on Christmas evening, at the old Prince residence on East Palace, Avenue, which
had been her Santa Fe home for 43 years.
Mary Catherine Burckle Beardsley was born at Oswego,
New York, on September 4, 1846, the daughter of Colonel
Samuel Bea.rdsley of the "Iron Brigade" and his wife, Charlotte Elizabeth Burckle. Her father, who died On the Potomac during the Civil 'Var, traced his ancestry to the Mayflower, while on her mother's side, her line was connected with
distinguished ancestors in GCT'IDany. Her paternal grandfather was Judge Levi BeardsJley of New Y'OTk.
Mrs. Prince c:ame to Santa Fe as a bride. the second wife of
Governor Prince. whom she married on November 17, 1881.
Bishop Littlejohn of New Y'oirk officiating. Her social regime
in the Palace was brilliant and until her death she maintained
sociall leadlership in Santa Fe. Mrs. Prince held high positions
and honors in patriotic societies, such as The Daughters of the
Americ,an Revolution, and was active in the affairs of The
Church 'ad' the Holy Faith (Pr<otestant Episcopal).
Among her many interests, the Historical Society of which
she was a life member, was always close to her affections, and
she not only made many giftsl to the Society, but transcribed
and translated some of the early Spanish archives. Mrs.Prince
was the author of several stories and many papers, most of
which we'rerea'd before The Fifteen Club of Santa Fe, one of
h'er favorite organizations. She was zealous in her endeavors
to have New Mexico's historic SPOtsl suitably marked, and it
was as much due tOI her efforts, as to those of anyone else,
that the Santa Fe Trail in New Mexico was given gralnite
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markers, the last one of which stands in the Plaza at Santa Fe.
Brief prayers. were offered by Bishop Frederick B. Rowdlen
,ut the Prince residence on Sunday aftern,non, December 27,
after which the remains were tJaken to Flushing, Long ls~and,
New York, by her son, William B. Prince, and her companion
of many yea'rs, Miss Sara Hart. Ftme,r'al services were held
in St. George'8 Chapel, Flushing, on the last day of the year,
interment being at the side of Governor Prince in St. George's
Cemetery.
P. A. F. W.
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REVIEWS AND EXCHANGES'
Mesa, Canon, and Pueblo.
By Ch:alrles F. Lummis. (New York, Century Company, 1925.
517 pp., ill., $4.50)
The annO'l1Jncement of any book by Charles F. Immmisl is
sufficient to arouse lively anticipations. A new one on the
Southwest by him is an event of high importance. Not evelry
book that i;sl called' epoch making' can succeed in living up to
such reputation; but the writings of Charles F. Lummis won
that distinction more than a quarter of a century ago- alnd
held it. That fascinating region has been well explored from
the time of Coronado, and scientific and historic reports concerning it make sizable librariek'il. But in literary description
of it, IJummis tJ()Iok the lead and has never been overt'aken. It
is safe to say that he never will be.
The thousands who read his' Tramp Across the Continent,'
'Land of Poco Tiempo,' 'Some Strange Corners of Our Country,' now superseded by 'Mesa, Canon and Pueblo,' and a
dOizen other works that came from his brain in those marvelously prolific days;, have found everything else on the Southwest a bitdJisappointing. No other writer: ever goave himself
np to it as he did. There was his whole life for many years;
and to it he has returned, from time to time, to find it the
same inexhaustible source as in the ()]d dflVS.
As a result of his later excursions:, there comes this new
WOI'k, 'Mesa, Canon and Pueblo,' and one does not need to
read far to find that the master is still here. The best of the
stories from the old classic, "Some Strange Corners of Our
Country,' are carried over into the new work, rewritten if
there was any need for it. But not much that Lummis ever
wrote has neededl rewriting. The great amount of new material that has: been added brings the book up-to-date and
makes it fl work tb;a,t can neve'r be displaced. There are part.;
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of the world in which no one would travel without a COpy of.
Herodotus or Pausanias, and it will be so to the end of time
Likewise, it will be said of the traveler in the Southwest; h0.
win not be equipped, be it centuries firom now, without a: copy
of this latest book by IlUmmis, as well as ;;ome of the earlier
ones:.

E. L. H.

Memorial to the Robidoux Brothers
By arral Messmore Robidoux, (Kansas City, Smith-Greaves
Co., 1924. 311 pp., ill., $5.00,
In the considerahle g"roup of French traders, trappers, and
merchants who clarly became identified with New Mexico
history were Louis and Antoine Robidoux. "In 1822 J'oseph
Robidoux of Blacksnake Hills and, his two brothers, Antoine
and LouiS! Robidoux, outfitted a caravan, and Antoine and
IJouis set out for the SOll1thwest countiry and! settled at Santa
Fe, and for mruny years after their frrrieght caravans traversed
the plains between St. Joseph, Misso'UTi, and Santa Fe
with general merchandise to the Southwest, and buffalo, bear,
elk skins and other pelts were transported to the Missouri
River points and to St. Louis." "He (Antorine) was one of
New Mexico's eall"liest gold miners, sinking $8,000.00 He also
was interpreter and guide with the Kearny overland column
of 1846 to California, 'where his brother, who had preceded
him by two years, was alcalde and juez de paz at San Bernardino."
"Antonio" Robidoux figures in the New Mexie-ol archives
as the purchaser at Santa Fe in 1834. of the" cerro diel 0'1'0"
mine; and th('lI"e are frequent references to these brothers in
I->uch New Mexicana as Gregg's "Commerce of the Prairies."
Bancroft's history. and Twitchell's" Leading Facts."
Such memoi'rs as are presented in this book are of especial
value in the personal interest which they give to history, and
the insight into conditions of the times.
h B. B.
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The SoUlthwestern Trails to California in 1849
By RalphP. Bi'ebter, reprinted from the Mil5sissippi ValIer
HiSltorical Review, Vol. XII, No.3, Dec., 1925.
Epic in its sweep i,s: the story of the Southwestern Trails to
Oalifornil'll as told by Ralph P. Bieber, of °Washington University \31nd a ~ellow of the Historical Society of New Mexico. By
mther curious coincidence, just after his monograph was, written, Mabelle E. Martin published an article on "California
Emigrant Roads through Texas." discussing in grel!lter detail
the migration that passed through Texas. Both writers rely
to considerable extent on diaries, newspapers ,od' the day, and
official documents, revealing how much interesting and haUforgotten his.tory may be dug' out of old newspaper files and
letters. According to Bieber, "aproximately 9000 forty-niners,
constituting an important element in the early Ame'rican
settlement of Calif'orrnia, reached the gold mines by way of
southwestern tr:ails." Several of these centered at Santa Fe
whence three -- Cooke's wagon J·oad. Kenrll.Y·s Trail Rnd thl'
old Spanish Trlail--gave R choice of mads. Says the author:
"The main depot for supplies was Santa Fe. where. a numhe'l'
of argonaut" h011~'ht ~Irticles at high prices from merchants
who trRffickrd over the old Santa Fe Trail. Santa Fe was a
klwle"s town in '49. Drinking, i!IJmbling, and general rowdyism were the ordl'J" of the da.,- and night, to the great amazement of those who hAd been reared in less boisterous sUlrroundings. Many emigTants participated in the local pastime
of gamMing-, with the result that a number were relieved of
what little funds they posse.<rsed, and a few be~me so poor
'that they were rrdured tl~ thE' neeessity of selling their clothing, or even the liken esse" of friends.' The New MexicaIJ
towns through which the overlandlers traveled Weil'ie very
hospit'aiblr and rntl'l'tainrd the visitors with fandiang'Olf's.
These affnirs fnrnishcd a pleasRnt and unique diverrsi'On
fOT the weary trl3velers, who were always unstinted in their
praise of the g'raeeful danci.ng of the dark-eyed senoritas.
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Most of the emiglI"ants from Arkansas passed the vicinity of
'Santa Fe between May and August, and reached the goM
minesmf OaJ.ifornia in about seven or eight months."
The route 'Of m/any lay through EI Paso or farther Siouth
through Durango, Mexico. Speaking of those who passed
through Mexico the author says: "Emigrants were delighted
with some of the scenery along tile way and showed much
interest in the quaint cust;clms and habitations of the natives,
which were SOl different in many respects from thei,r own.
Some were even induced to rema.in in the country for a while
to aid the inhabit1a,nts in their attempt to exterminate several
of the warlike Ind~an tribes. A number of Texans who we,re
thus employed by the state of Chihuahua bad a ratber unique
contract which provided for Iremuneration on a commission
basis, $200 being pa.id them for every scalpo.f Apache Indians
over fourteen years of age and $100 each for~.n scalps of
Apache under this age." No wonder the Apache was implacable in later years when on the ,va~path against thc pa1e faces!
Say,,,! the writer, "Between the liaUer part of April and the
middle of September about twenty-five hund!red emigr:ants
fr,om at least ten states left western Missoluri for California
via the S'anta Fe Trail. . . .. The argonauts from Missouri
passed the vicinity ,of Santa Fe between .July and October,
and were treated with the same hospitality by the New Mexican towns in the Rio Grande Valley as were the emigrants
from Arkansas who had passed earlier in the year.
"Those who made the best time traveled to the northwest
by way of the Great Salt Lake.
The trails in this direction
began 'at Santa Fe and Pueblo and extended' to the nmthenl
route to California, joining- it at various pOlints between Fort
iJaramie and Salt IJake City. One of the most popu1a~ of these
was the old Spanish trail from Santa Fe to Salt TJake City."
"More extensively traveled than the routes to the n:o,rthwest were the trails to the souhwest along the Gila River. By
f1alv the most popular of these wlas the waigon 'I'!Olad made by
Lieutenant Colonel Philip St. George Cooke and his Monnon
Battalion between NOlvember, 1846, and January, 1847. IJeav
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ing the Rio Grande at 'al point near the present town of Rincan,
New Mexico, this road extended to the southwest across the
Rio Mimbres and through the Guadalupe Pass to the Sian
Pedro river. . . .. Kearny's trail was used by a considerable
number of emigrants. 'VeIl known to the fur traders ever
since the early part,aJ' the nineteenth century, it had been followed! by Kit Carson when he guided General Stephen W.
Kearny and his' A'rmy of theWeiSlt' from New Mexico to
California between October 'and December, 1846. It left the
Rio <hande a short distances noirth of the pOlint where Cooke's
l'oad began, and proceeded west along the Gila River to the
Pima. Indian villages, where it was j,otined by Cooke's road
and continued to Oatlifornia. Another trail used by a few
emigl"ants extended west from Albuquerque to Zuni, and
thence s'outhwest to the Gila by way of the valley of the Salt
RiveT."
Professor Bieber in the thirty pagf>S of printed matter supplemented by a double 'page map, tells the ~I/;ory of the 49's
with great restraint. there lJeing- an avoidance of dramatics
ailld but mere reference t,o incidents that make the story of
the Argonauts one of the most thrilling and dramatic in aU
history.
P. A. F. W.
The Colorado Magazine of .January (1925) has a paper
by L. R. Hlalfen discu~~ling' the "Early Malil Service to
Oo,lorado, 1858-60." The facts presented are based on sources
to which the reader is referred. The relation of the subject
to New Mexico is' indicated: "The little embryo towns of
Auraria and Denver on the South Platte were in the nO-Ulan'sland triangle between the two famous highways to the west-the
Santa FIe and the Oregon trails. Eight ye'ars prio'r to the discovery 'O[ placer gold on the South Platte by W. Green Rus
sell, monthly mail lines had been established f1'lOm Independence, Missouri, to SaH L'alke City and to Santa Fe respectively." As stated in footnotes, the postal route to Santa Fe was
established in 1847, but service on this route was not begun
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until 1850. An extended description of this route will be
-found in "The Overland Mail to! the Pacific Coast, 1849-69"
which, Dr. Haf'en writes, is Do' be brought out by the A. H
Clark Company in the spring.
The October number of the Missou,ri Historical Review is
llotable fDr several a,rtides covering the e,arrlier periods of
the state '8 history. Among the "Personal ReCJoillections of
Distinguished Miss'()lur~a'nR" is found one by Daniel M. Gris"Som on "Sterling Brice." He controverts the impression
created by eastern newspapers during the Civil War that
General Price waest uncouth in manner and uneducated. He was
"tall and eommalnding in person, with frank lamd open feahIres, hepossess,ed a bearing and maillners that placed him at
ease in any company. He was 'not an orrator, nor debater, hiut
he never rose on anyoiCcasion nor in 'ailly presence to spe:ak
without securing perfect attention. Few men possess, in a
higher degrce than he posslessed, the personal force and authority tha,t subdues a turbulent assembly, and brings it to
o'rder." The writer states that General Price, like General
Donovan and General RaJrney, was six feet hViOI inches in
height" and it might be said that three finer looking men
could not be found in the W'odd." Other articles having New
Mexico interest include: "The Liberal Republican Movement
in Missouri," "Early Gunpowder Making in Mi'ssour~,,,, "The
Os,age 'War, 1837," "The Warrensburg Speech of F,l'ank P.
Blair," and 'ai ",Jim Bridger" anecdote, quoted from Adve~:·
lure Magazine.
Mrs. CyruS' Be:arrd, in Annals of Wyoming for Octohe,'r, in
dis'cussing early WYi0iming history, gives various data regarding the Sublettes, Jim Bridger, Jedediah Smith, and Capt.
Bonneville-- who may be the Oot B. L. E. Bonneville who was
in Santa Fe in 1860 andl wtas elected a member of the New Mexico society on ApI\ 30th of tha,t year. The notes On changes
in prices for beaver skins are of value for comparison.
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The Wisconsin Magazine of History for JUIlle, in the joUY-nal of Bishop Kemper, "'rrip thm ",Visconsin in 1838," give:;;;
a brief description of the archaeological site Aztalan and ex-plains the origin of its name.
Minnesota History for .Tune gives a delightful picture of the'
French Cana,dian "Voyageur" of a hundred years ago· and
his part in the fur-trade.
Chronicles of Oklahoma for ,Tune has a paper by Grant ForeJlta!n on "Early Trails through Oklahoma" which touches:
New Mexico hiLSitory at many points.
The IJcgislation of the forty-first General Assembly of }iowa,
which convened early in 1925, is reviewed lalnd analyzed in
the October numb ell of the Iowa ,T'oJUrnal of History and Polities. Such a review would also be timely in New Mexico, and
should be extended not only to the work of the 1925 LegislatUI1e, but :of aill the p-receeding sessions since the American
Occupation. Jacob A. Swisher, one of the Bo\a["d cQd' Curaitors
of the State Historical Society of Iowa, which puhlis,hes the
,10urnal, is the author of th e 'article.
A letter by Wm. D. Mairrmaduke written from Dry Digginsville, California October 14, 1849, is published in the Missouri
Historical Review. He tells that in the ,seven weeks since his
arrival he had taken out over $1,000 in gold from the fitfteen
squa,re feet of ground which are allotted to each miner. He
spaks of living being excessively high, and that it is costing
him: 'illS much as $9.00 a week, with pork at filfty cents a pound,
flour twenty-five to thirty cents a pound, mackerel fifty cents
per piece, onions two cents an ounce and Irish potatoes at two
dollars a busheL

